
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Season of Advent  

On the Run 
by 

Beth Belcher 

Like most of us, you have probably had to 
wait for something important to happen in 
your life.  Perhaps you have waited to hear 
from a school that you applied to, or maybe 
you had to wait longer than you thought for 
your child to be born.  It can be very hard to 
be patient while waiting, especially if you have 
had to ‘hurry up’ to wait, such as in an 
emergency room after an accident or in line at 
the grocery store right before a holiday.  Your 
child may also find it difficult to wait, 
especially in public. It can be very hard work! 
You may end up pulling out paper and 
crayons or an electronic game to help pass the 
time. Seeing the sense in waiting can be 
difficult for anyone.  We all want our waiting 
to be worth it - we don’t want to feel that we 
have spent valuable time waiting in vain!  In 
the Season of Advent we see that our waiting 
can be a fruitful experience, especially when 
we understand what we are waiting for; the 
Nativity and the Second Coming!  In either 
event, the coming of Christ is most profound 
when we are able to see Christ in others. 
Advent is the Church’s gift which helps us to 
prepare our hearts for Him and His Comings.  
We can do this with prayer, patience and 
generosity while we help build ourselves and 
the Kingdom of God through the theological 
virtue of HOPE! 

The Journey 
*let’s not forget that we 
are always on our 
journey to prayerfully 
help bring Christ into 
the world, just like Mary and Joseph 
*in some communities the tradition of Las 
Posadas is practiced where Mary and 
Joseph are depicted, going from home to 
home, searching for lodging in Bethlehem 
*Christmas caroling is much the same, as 
carolers go door to door to bring music 
and good cheer to the community 
*Christmas pageants may transport us from 
the materialism of today’s society back to 
the reverence and simplicity of the birth of 
Jesus in the manger 

 
 

 
COMING AGAIN 

IN GLORY! 
 
 

We often think of the Season of Lent as the 
time when we make sacrifices and change 
our lives.  But Advent is also a good time 
to see that we are preparing for something 
greater than this life.  We are preparing for 
our life in Christ when He  comes again in 
glory to claim His kingdom.  Our Advent 
practices, coupled with prayer and small 
sacrifices,  train us to wait patiently and 
work to develop our gifts in service to God 
and those around us. 
 

Children may focus on the Birth of Jesus 
and the gifts that they will receive on 
Christmas Day.  When we develop family 
traditions based on customs and religious 
practices, we provide a solid foundation of 
religious education for our children. As 
their fun Advent experiences help kids to 
anchor their knowledge, their Christian 
identity will grow.  By introducing them to 
these Advent customs and traditions, we 
are giving them a legacy of faithfulness 
which will live on throughout their lives.   


