
Who Knew? 

We can find ‘room in the inn’ when we 

open our hearts and invite Jesus to share 

our lives more fully. It was not always like 

this for Catholics. The Twelve Days of 

Christmas is a popular holiday song once 

known for being a ‘secret code’ to profess 

the Catholic faith. Now that you know, be 

sure to sing this one loud and proud! 

 Gift from True Love Gifts from God 

Partridge in a Pear Tree Jesus Christ 

Two Turtle Doves Old & New Testaments 

Three French Hens Faith, Hope & Love 

Four Calling Birds Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 

Five Golden Rings First 5 Books of the Bible 

Six Geese A’Laying 6 Days of Creation 

Seven Swans A’Swimming 7 Sacraments/Gifts of the Holy 

Spirit 

Eight Maids A’Milking Beatitudes 

Nine Ladies Dancing 9 Fruits of the Holy Spirit 

Ten Lords A’Leaping 10 Commandments 

Eleven Pipers Piping 11 Faithful Apostles 

Twelve Drummers 

Drumming 

12 Points of Doctrine in the 

Apostles Creed 

http://www.catholic.org/clife/advent/advent.php?id=2 

Light for the Journey 

Follow the links below to find ways to 

make Advent even more meaningful for 

your family! 

Advent prayers and blessings from our 

American Bishops: 

http://tinyurl.com/usccb-Adventblessings 

Advent crafts and activities for kids: 

http://tinyurl.com/Adventcraftresources 

Advent recipes for the family: 

http://tinyurl.com/Adventrecipes 

Advent saints of the day: 

http://www.catholic.org/saints/f_day/dec.php 
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Season of Advent 

On the Run 

by 

Beth Belcher 

Like most of us, you have probably had to

wait for something important to happen in 

your life. Perhaps you have waited to hear 

from a school that you applied to, or maybe 

you had to wait longer than you thought for 

your child to be born.  It can be very hard to 

be patient while waiting, especially if you have 

had to ‘hurry up’ to wait, such as in an 

emergency room after an accident or in line at 

the grocery store right before a holiday. Your 

child may also find it difficult to wait, 

especially in public. It can be very hard work! 

You may end up pulling out paper and 

crayons or an electronic game to help pass the 

time. Seeing the sense in waiting can be 

difficult for anyone.  We all want our waiting 

to be worth it - we don’t want to feel that we 

have spent valuable time waiting in vain! In 

the Season of Advent we see that our waiting 

can be a fruitful experience, especially when 

we understand what we are waiting for; the 

Nativity and the Second Coming!  In either 

event, the coming of Christ is most profound 

when we are able to see Christ in others. 

Advent is the Church’s gift which helps us to 

prepare our hearts for Him and His Comings. 

We can do this with prayer, patience and 

generosity while we help build ourselves and 

the Kingdom of God through the theological 

virtue of HOPE! 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

The Church year begins on the First Sunday 

of Advent. The 4 week Advent Season 

helps us to prepare for the coming of Christ 

with customs and traditions for our hearts 

and for our homes: 

The Advent Wreath 

*the three purple candles 

show our royal heritage, 

and the need for 

reconciliation with God and 

our neighbor 

*the one pink candle marks 

Gaudete or Rejoice Sunday 

which signifies  the joy we feel at being half 

way to Christmas 

*the evergreen wreath represents God’s 

infinite nature and His undying love for us 

The Advent Calendar 

*adopted from Germany, the Advent 

Calendar, or Countdown to Christmas 

Calendar is a concrete way to help children 

see that Christmas is right around the 

corner 

The Jesse Tree 

*the Jesse Tree shows through words and 

symbols the family tree of Jesus and traces 

the story of salvation from creation 

through the birth of Our Lord 

*families may benefit from 

making a Jesse Tree for their 

home and can then understand 

how the ‘root of Jesse’ is none 

other than Jesus Himself 

The Giving Tree 

*many parishes offer an opportunity for 

parishioners to give gifts to those in the 

community who are in need 

*we can show our children service to Christ 

through serving others, by choosing a tree 

ornament from the Giving Tree 

The Journey 

*let’s not forget that we 

are always on our 

journey to prayerfully 

help bring Christ into 

the world, just like Mary and Joseph 

*in some communities the tradition of Las 

Posadas is practiced where Mary and 

Joseph are depicted, going from home to 

home, searching for lodging in Bethlehem 

*Christmas caroling is much the same, as 

carolers go door to door to bring music 

and good cheer to the community 

*Christmas pageants may transport us from 

the materialism of today’s society back to 

the reverence and simplicity of the birth of 

Jesus in the manger 

 

 
 
 

COMING AGAIN 

IN GLORY! 

 

 
We often think of the Season of Lent as the 

time when we make sacrifices and change 

our lives. But Advent is also a good time 

to see that we are preparing for something 

greater than this life. We are preparing for 

our life in Christ when He comes again in 

glory to claim His kingdom. Our Advent 

practices, coupled with prayer and small 

sacrifices, train us to wait patiently and 

work to develop our gifts in service to God 

and those around us. 

Children may focus on the Birth of Jesus 

and the gifts that they will receive on 

Christmas Day.  When we develop family 

traditions based on customs and religious 

practices, we provide a solid foundation of 

religious education for our children. As 

their fun Advent experiences help kids to 

anchor their knowledge, their Christian 

identity will grow.  By introducing them to 

these Advent customs and traditions, we 

are giving them a legacy of faithfulness 

which will live on throughout their lives. 
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