
LIVING 
GOD’S 
WORD

DAVID M. 
KNIGHT

Seeing What Is There
John the Baptist was in Herod’s dungeon, expecting 

the Messiah to deliver him. Since John could not 
understand why Jesus did not do so, he finally sent 

a poignant message through his disciples, “Are you the 
one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 
Jesus tells John not to let his preconceived ideas of 
what the Messiah should do block John from under-
standing what Jesus is doing: He is ministering to the 
poor and afflicted. If it isn’t exactly what John expect-
ed, he must not let that be an obstacle to accepting Je-
sus as he is.

Jesus is calling on John—and through him on us 
all —to believe in Jesus by a free choice. He wants us 
to believe because we freely choose to recognize him 
as Savior and as God. Every rational conclusion, as a 
matter of fact, is a free choice, a judgment for which 
we take responsibility. Faith is no exception to this. 
But because faith is an acceptance of the person of Je-
sus Christ, the choice to believe in him is also an act 
of love. In the last analysis, to believe in and hope in 
Christ unconditionally, we need to love him uncondi-
tionally. It is a theme of the Gospel According to John 
that our recognition of truth 
depends on our love for 
goodness (see John 8:42-47).  

Isaiah invites us to keep 
our love alive by dreaming 
of what God’s messenger 
comes to do: The desert shall 
rejoice and blossom; we will 
see the glory and majesty of 
our God; the blind will see, 
the deaf hear, the speechless 
will sing, the lame shall leap 
like deer. Those whom the Lord has ransomed shall 
return and come to Zion with singing. Sorrow and 
sighing shall flee. Our God is coming. We need to re-
call this in order to strengthen weak hands and feeble 
knees and to reassure ourselves when we are fright-

ened.
James writes similarly in his letter, “Strengthen your 

hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.” James offers 
three practical suggestions: 1) Be patient like farmers 
who wait for the earth to produce its crop. 2) Don’t 
criticize one another. Focusing on faults and failings 
in the Church often fosters only discouragement. 3) 
Look to the prophets for encouragement, to those who 
have borne witness to Christ regardless of the cost to 
themselves.

In effect, James simply reworks what Jesus said to 
John, “Persevere in faith and hope out of love. Do not 

judge God or the Church 
by what is not happening 
or get fixated on what you 
think God should be ac-
complishing through the 
Church. Look at what is 
happening. Those blind to 
faith are beginning to see; 
those deaf to God’s word 
are beginning to listen; the 
poor are having the gospel 
preached to them. Ministry 

is taking place and God’s power is working through 
all of it. Grace is visible in human beings, in human 
actions in the Church, right now for those who have 
eyes to see.”

When we see God embodied in the human—as in 

December 11, 2022
3rd Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10; James 5:7-10;  
Matthew 11:2-11

Ministry is taking place 
and God’s power is 

working through all of it.
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Jesus, the “shoot from the stump of Jesse”—or when 
we see in the Church grace made visible in human ac-
tions grounded in faith, hope or love, this encourages 
us. It confirms our faith, strengthens our hope, excites 
our love. When God’s presence and action through 
grace are made visible in human actions, we find it 
easier to believe the divine promises, the vision of joy 
and peace which Isaiah holds out to us.

That is why we need saints and modern-day proph-
ets. Such prophets point out to us how the general, ab-
stract teachings of Jesus apply to the concrete circum-
stances of our time and place. We are consecrated by 
Baptism to do this for each other by enfleshing in our 
lives the attitudes and values of the gospel.

Reflecting on This Week’s Gospels
Third Week of Advent

Pray daily: Lord, give me the grace never to turn 
away from you or from your Church because my 
own expectations are not being met. Teach me to 
look always at what is most authentic and most 
inspiring; help me to embrace these for myself. 
Amen.

Monday: Matthew 21:23-27. Jesus said to them in re-
ply, “I will also ask you one question. Did the baptism 
of John come from heaven, or was it of human ori-
gin?” Can you say without hesitation that the Church 
is of divine origin? How does that help?

Tuesday: Matthew 21:28-32. Jesus said to them, “Tru-
ly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.” Do you 
take the benefits of your religion for granted? Who are 
some modern-day prophets?

Wednesday: Luke 7:18-23. “John summoned two of 
his disciples and sent them to the Lord to ask, ‘Are you 
the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?”’ 
What disappoints you in the Church? Does it come 
more from human weakness or from malice? Would 
focusing more on the blessings of God’s word, the sac-
raments, the example of the saints help you deal with 
this disappointment? Does it require other action?

Thursday: Luke 7:24-30. “What did you go out into 
the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? A prophet?” What are 
you really seeking from the Church’s ministers? Are 
you willing to be shaken up? Challenged? How have 
you responded to modern-day prophets?

Friday: John 5:33-36. “He was a burning and shining 
lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his 
light.” Has anyone in the Church inspired you? How? 
Have you ever changed something in your own life be-
cause of someone else’s example?

Saturday: Matthew 1:1-17. Matthew’s Gospel begins: 
“An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the 
son of David, the son of Abraham.” If God despised 
the human race, would God have become in Jesus a 
member of the human family? Do you recognize Jesus 
as a fellow member of the human race?

Living This Week’s Gospels
As Christian: Make a fully conscious, deliberate, per-
sonal, adult act of faith in Jesus as the world’s Savior 
and your Savior.

As Disciple: Read the Sermon on the Mount (Mat-
thew 5-7), looking for what Jesus taught. Has any of 
this been so watered-down by the actions of Chris-
tians that we now take a lower ideal for granted? 
Which parts?

As Prophet: Choose from Scripture one principle 
which Jesus taught; you could start with Matthew 
5:38-42. Focus on living it out this week. Find a new 
and creative application of this principle to your own 
circumstances.

As Priest: Select one thing that bothers you in the 
Church or in other people. Then follow the advice in 
James 5:7-10.

As King: Look around you at work, at home, in your 
social life. Ask what is not yet the way it should be 
when Christ returns. Make the appropriate changes.
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Be Holy as I Am Holy
As Christians we are not called to be good; we are 

called to be godlike. That is why Paul keeps say-
ing Christian values are absurdity to people 

whose thinking is dictated by their culture and, in the 
same way, the “wisdom of this world is foolishness with 
God.”

If our starting point, our goal, is life in this world 
and all it has to offer, then what we spontaneously do 
in our society makes sense. We acquire property, pass 
laws which make orderly living in society possible; we 
equip a police force and an army with sufficient force to 
defend our property and our way of life against internal 
or foreign aggressors. If we are focused on “life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness” in this world, this is the 
only course which makes sense. If we want a decent life 
in this world, we have to be willing to defend our way of 
life against anyone who would threaten it.

This is so obvious that it has been followed by every 
nation and human society since the beginning of time. 
It is so natural, so reasonable, that no one would call it 
into question—no one except 
Jesus Christ.

Jesus’ starting point is 
not that we are called to the 
“pursuit of happiness” in this 
world, but that instead we are 
called to “be perfect” as our 
“heavenly Father is perfect.” 
Then Jesus spells out very 
concretely what this means: 
offer no resistance to injury; 
do not fight back to defend 
your dignity (even if slapped 
in the face), your property (even if someone wants to 
take your coat) or your freedom (be willing to go the 
extra mile for someone). We are to love our enemies, to 
pray for those who mistreat and oppress us. Our focus 
is on living like God, now and forever.

To make it even plainer, Jesus later boiled everything 

down to one commandment, “Just as I have loved you, 
you also should love one another” (John 13:34). Jesus 
left us the image of himself on the cross to show us what 
such love means. The only grace-filled, Christian re-
sponse to insult, injustice or injury is to look at Jesus on 
the cross and ask, “How can I love like that?”

In fact, God prepared us for this teaching by giving 
the law of the sabbath rest. By commanding us to stop 
one day a week and do no work that could seem to justi-

fy our existence, God taught 
us that human beings are 
different from everything 
else in the universe. Every-
thing else exists only for 
what it can contribute to 
life on this planet.Humans, 
however, exist immediate-
ly for God. Therefore, no 
government has a right of 
“eminent domain” over any 
human life. We cannot take 
a human life for the good 

of society because humans exist for something greater. 
Like God, we have a raison d’etre, a reason for living, 
that is independent of what we do in this world. The 
sabbath was God’s way of saying, “You shall be holy, for 
I the Lord your God am holy.” Like God, humans are 
holy—that is, separated or set apart—not simply a part 

February 19, 2023
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18; 1 Corinthians 

3:16-23; Matthew 5:34-48

Like God, humans are 
holy—that is, separated or 
set apart—not simply a 
part of the created world.
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of the created world. The sabbath observance is a sign of 
this (see Exodus 31:13).

Saint Paul applies this teaching specifically to the hu-
man body. “Do you not know that you are God’s temple 
and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys 
God’s temple, God will destroy that person. For God’s 
temple is holy, and you are that temple.” Anyone who 
takes a human life—for any reason whatsoever—is pre-
suming to destroy God’s temple, something that does 
not belong to life just in this world. We are not justified 
in doing that to preserve any value which simply con-
tributes to “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” 
Anyone who presumes to destroy human life will an-
swer to God.

Reflecting on This Week’s Gospels
Seventh Week of the Year

Pray daily: Lord, you call us to be perfect as God 
alone is perfect. You have shared with us your 
Spirit and your divine life so that we might live on 
the level of God. Give us faith to believe, hope to 
trust, and love to do all that you empower us to 
do. Amen.

Monday: Mark 9:14-29. Jesus said to him, “If you are 
able! All things can be done for the one who believes.” 
Has the world, have Christians, ever taken seriously 
Jesus’ teaching about love of enemies? If we did, could 
Christians contribute to this world’s violence?

Tuesday: Mark 9:30-37. Jesus told his disciples: “’The 
Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and 
they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he 
will rise again.’ But they did not understand what he 
was saying and were afraid to ask him.” Do you un-
derstand why Jesus chose to save the world through 
love instead of through power? What keeps you from 
following this example?

Wednesday: Mark 9:38-40. “Whoever is not against 
us is for us.” How often, when people offend you, are 
they really against you? How often are they just hurt-
ing or insecure?

Thursday: Mark 9:41-50. “And if your eye causes you 
to stumble, tear it out...better for you to enter the king-
dom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to 
be thrown into hell.” Is saving one’s life, body or prop-
erty the highest value? What would you kill for? What 
would Jesus kill for?

Friday: Mark 10:1-12. Jesus told them, “Because of 
your hardness of heart Moses wrote this command-
ment for you.” On what points has Christian morality 
become clearer, more loving and more demanding in 
the last thousand years?

Saturday: Mark 10:13-16. “Truly I tell you, whoever 
does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child 
will never enter it.” Are you willing to be taught by 
Jesus and his Spirit a whole new outlook on life? To 
make the necessary changes in your values and pri-
orities?

Living This Week’s Gospels
As Christian: Place a small crucifix on top of what-
ever book or tool you use most often, to remind you 
what you really trust for what you want in life.

As Disciple: Divide a page into two columns. At the 
top of the left one write, “Love your neighbor.” Over 
the right column write, “As yourself.” On the left side 
list three people who aggravate you. In the right col-
umn write what you would want others to do for you 
if you were that person.

As Prophet: Change one action of your day from good 
to God-like.

As Priest: Identify three things you do that you do not 
think a member of God’s priestly people should do. 
After each one write, “The temple of God is holy and I 
am that temple.”

As King: Ask yourself what is sacred about your work. 
(For Christians, “work” includes retirement and sick-
ness.) Does this change your understanding of the way 
you should do your job or live your life?
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"Lord, If You Had Been Here ..."
Where Jesus is, there life is; where he is not, 

sin has power to wound and to kill. Martha 
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died.” How many people 
can say today: “Lord, if you had been here, the war 
that killed my brother would never have happened; 
the driver who killed my sister would not have been 
drinking; the hunger and disease that kill children ev-
ery day would not have been ignored”? How many 
deaths are due to human cruelty? When we exclude 
God from our world, from our thoughts and our deci-
sion-making processes, we invite selfishness, cruel in-
difference, destructive greed and violence.

It is not just physical death we are talking about. 
How many times can we say, “Lord, if you had been 
here, if you had been speaking through these people, 
acting in this community, our brothers and our sis-
ters would not have turned away from love or given up 
hope. They would not have 
lost faith in themselves, in 
other people, in the Church, 
in God. Something in them 
would not have died.”

Jesus is “the resurrection 
and the life.” But he is this 
not only in himself but also 
in his Body on earth. He acts 
through us. The wounded-
ness we see around us need 
not “lead to death.” We can 
respond to sin and to sick-
ness of heart in such a way 
that “the Son of God may be 
glorified.” Jesus’ risen pres-
ence in the world can be revealed and his power made 
manifest through the life-giving, healing love we show 
to all in need—to victims and violators alike.

When Jesus said, “Let us go to Lazarus,” the apos-
tle Thomas said, “Let us also go, that we may die with 

him.” Thomas spoke as a prophet; Jesus indeed gave 
life to the world by dying. And we can give life only if 
we die with him in order that others may live. The dy-
ing we must accept is giving our flesh for the life of the 
world as Jesus did. And this means to give expression 
in the flesh to truth, to hope, to love.

Jesus came as the Word made flesh. He was the 
truth of God expressed visibly on earth. In his teach-

ing God’s words were 
“made flesh” in the physical 
sounds of his voice. In his 
life-style the values of God 
were literally embodied. He 
was killed for bearing wit-
ness to the truth. And on 
the cross, more important 
than the pain he suffered 
was the love he expressed 
through it.

To express ourselves is 
to be vulnerable. We are 
afraid to drop all the masks 
we hide behind, to be our-
selves, to reveal ourselves, 

to express ourselves. Just as we use clothes to hide our 
bodies, we often use our bodies to hide our emotions 
and thoughts. We don’t want the “word” of our souls 
to be “made flesh” in nakedness, even to give life to 
those around us.

March 26, 2023
5th Sunday of Lent

Ezekiel 37:12-14; Romans 8:8-11;  
John 11:1-45

We can give life 
only if we die 

with Jesus in order 
that others may live.
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This is what our baptismal priesthood is all about: 
We were anointed at Baptism to share in the priest-
hood of Jesus. But a priest has no function except as 
a minister within a community. To accept our baptis-
mal consecration as priests is to accept our role of ac-
tive ministry in the community of the Church. And this 
means giving expression to the truth and love within 
us by grace. Saint Paul writes, “You are in the Spirit, 
since the Spirit of God dwells in you.” God is revealed 
through our words and actions so that no one will 
ever have to say, “Lord, if you had been here....” Every 
member of Christ has “the manifestation of the Spirit 
for the common good” (see 1 Corinthians 12:7). This 
is the fulfillment of God’s promise made to Ezekiel, “I 
am going to open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves.... I will put my spirit in you, and you shall 
live.” When we surrender ourselves to let God express 
his truth, his love through us, Jesus can empower us 
as a community of priests to “roll away the stone” that 
keeps others in their tombs, and can say to us, “Un-
bind them and let them go free.”

Reflecting on This Week’s Gospels
Fifth Week of Lent

Pray daily: Father, help us to be like Christ your 
Son, who loved the world and died for our sal-
vation. Inspire us by his love and guide us by his 
example. Amen.

Monday: John 8:1-11. “The scribes and the Pharisees 
brought a woman who had been caught in adultery...
making her stand before all of them.” People are fre-
quently exposed in their sinfulness. Are you ready to 
“stand before” your friends expressing your faith? Do 
you respond and sing at liturgy? Do you express your 
faith at work, home and in your social life?

Tuesday: John 8:21-30. Jesus said, “[T]he one who 
sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have 
heard from him.” Are you willing to tell the world 
that what you have learned from Jesus in the Church 
is true? How do you feel when unpopular truths are 
criticized? To whom are you sent to speak about Jesus?

Wednesday: John 8:31-42. Jesus said, “If you continue 
in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will 
know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” Are 
you confident that you can make people free by shar-
ing with them Jesus’ teaching? Do you do it?

Thursday: John 8:51-59. Jesus said, “I know [the Fa-
ther], and if I would say that I do not know him, I 
would be a liar like you. But I do know him and I keep 
his word.” How do you show publicly your love for the 
Father, for Jesus, for Mary? Are you willing to share 
your experiences of God? With whom?

Friday: John 10:31-42. Many came to Jesus and said, 
“John performed no sign, but everything that John 
said about this man was true.” Do you realize and 
accept the power you have to bring others to Jesus 
through the witness of your own faith and life-style? 
What do people see in your life that indicates that you 
take Jesus and your faith seriously?

Saturday: John 11:45-57. Caiaphas, the high priest, 
said, “[I]t is better...to have one man die for the people 
than to have the whole nation destroyed.” Is it better 
that you should suffer for speaking the truth, or that 
little by little, through everyone’s silence, whole nation 
or culture should accept many falsehoods, prejudices 
and wrong values?

Several Suggestions for Lent

Prayer: Try praying with someone this week—at 
home, at work, on a date—anything from just saying 
the Our Father together or talking over a Scripture 
passage.

Fasting: Is there anything in your life you could stop 
doing (or stop not doing!) just because it doesn’t ex-
press your real values and beliefs?

Almsgiving: How could you give someone a gift out 
of the riches of your faith and religion? What do you 
have as a Catholic that others may not have but might 
like to know about? How can you make a gift to others 
by expressing your devotion in liturgy?
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