Innovative + Interactive + Insightful
Experiences for Familiesto Gather

Gather has been created to support Churches and Schools in offering engaging

family experiences. Each gathering is meant for the whole family. All of the

activities are hands-on and experiential; and the teachings connect faith to

families’ everyday lives. Today’s families don’c want more, but they do want
experiences that are meaningful.

Each gathering is organized into stations. This offers directors and principals the

chance to use the activities from start to finish, or to pick and choose the ones

that best fit their needs. We have tried to include everything (and more!) to make
this resource as'sereamlined for you to use as possible.

The ultimate goal is for families to have a positive experience at Church or School

while sharing their faith together. All of these experiences have been successfully
completed with@eal families in all types of Church and School settings.

Welcome - we are so glad you have joined us!

Copyright @ 2024 Faith and Family Collective, LLC. All rights reserved.
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Christmas. The activities point us to theexcitement of Jesus’s upcoming

This Advent Gathering focuses on Jesus bQ%best gift we receive cach

Birthday. This is experienced through family conversations, prayer, activities,
and practical reflections. It is our hop at families leave this event with their

eyes and hearts focused on the dee ning of Christmas as they begin to
anticipate the glory and joy the gi esus brings.
BE ACTICES + TIPS

We suggest 1.5-2 hours f;r this event.

Gather a team ¢ to help support you with this event. You will need
peoplc to helpawit arketing, environment, hospitality, check-in, hosting a
station, set and clean-up.

Prov1de@hty cake or snacks, birthday party/celebration decor,
wreath,

AdVC and a Wclcommg environment.

@ nvestmg in your famihes tl’llS AdVCIlt scason by sendmg home an
d

C
A Family Activity Kit with each famlly This will help the message from
the event live on in their homes. Click here: Advent Family Activity Kits



https://faithandfamilycollective.com/collections/bulk-shop/family-activity-kit

PREPARATION FOR EVENT

PREPARATION: 0

Each station includes a supply list and preparation tasks to be cov@ before the
ill be lcading

event. A station script is also provided to help the team member

PRAYER TABLE: Q‘

Consider creating a prayer table at the front or center QAM gathering space. You may
decide to include an Advent wreath, candles, purpl%

&Q'

the activities.

’J

Cross, ctc.

ADDITIONAL DECOR AND SUPPL :

+ Frames or easels for Station Names

+ Advent Family Activity Kits (optio

Click here to learn more: Advent Famil Kits

O

STATIONS: Q
We recommend choosing four stations depending on your time frame, space, and
number of people. We have included five stations so that you may choose based on

budget, location, need@

N4

NAMES OF IONS:
1. The I

2. Ti pare

3. o We Celebrate

4. s and Cake

5. e Gift
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https://faithandfamilycollective.com/collections/bulk-shop/family-activity-kit

EVENT SCRIPT

PREPARATION: SUPPLY LIST:
+Gather a few presents you have +Straw (Have enough for each person to hane ieces)
received and put them in boxes. +Manger
+Place the manger at the +Candles
front/center of the gathering +Bags (One per family to carry their cN’o) from the event)
space. +Instrumental music for prayer exﬁe

OPENING COMMENTS:

Welcome to our celebration! We are thrilled that your family has joined us. We are getring
ready to meet baby Jesus, who will soon be born into our lives again this Christmas. We call
this time of preparation—Advent. The word Advent means “coming” or “waiting.”

 J

OPENING PRAY

To be read by a
Jesus, We are excited to prepare for your Kto y! Thank you for this time with

other families who have come to be close to . Help us to remember that you are the

greatest gift we will rec'ﬂt Christmas. Amen.

Today we will be using the theme “Unwrapping the Gift” as we participate in different activities
ointing us to Jesus’s bircth. We can think of this'time similar to that of preparing for a Birthday party
For someone we love. We have all been invited'to this joyous event that takes place on December 25,
Christmas day! Let us each begin to prepare ourselves to be part of celebrating the birth of our
greatest gift, Jesus.

December is also a time of buying and receiving gifts. We begin to notice presents wrapped under our
Christmas trees. Many of these ]gifts we will play with for a while and then eventually tire of. We are
lucky if some of these gifts make it to the next year. (Open up some boxes with clothes, a board game,
perfume, etc. and talk about how excited you first were to receive each of them and yet it went out of style, you

got tired of it, or you grew out of it, etc.)

But the best gift we receive, the one born on Christmas Day, will be with us forever. The wrapping
paf[t)er this gié came in-wasn’t fancy— (bring out a manger, some straw, and light afew candles)—and this
gi will always be with.us.In the simple manger surrounded by candlelight, we will bcgin our evening

by each adding a few picces of straw to soften the bed of the gift we will soon unwrap.

Have each family come forward quietly and add a few pieces of straw to the manger. Consider playing some
instrumental music.

We will now be'breaking into stations as we prepare for Jesus’s arrival. At each station you will
participate in a short, hands-on activity. Please stay with your family. You will be put in a small
group of tamilies that you will continue to journey with throughout the event. There is no “order” so
you will start at a station and then move to the next one with your group, eventually participating

in all stations.

(Divide the group into groups of about 10 families—either by last name, location in the room, etc.—and give
each family a bag to carry their creations from the various stations).
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PREPARATION:

r

STATION 1

THE INVITATION

SUPPLY LIST: 0

+Print the gift tags provided. We suggest
two sheets per family, so each person has
multiple to create. If possible, print them
on cardstock paper.

A birthday party begins with an invitation. Our invitation to %as began a very long time ago as an

angel appeared to a young woman named Mary and asked

been excited, a lictle afraid, and very unsure—but she said

We, too, can point others to Jesus and invit
We will take some time to make giftit a Christ-filled message. Tying these onto gifts we

give to others during this season is a

We have provided various gift ta
punched, and ;’ed with ribbons. We invite you to get creative!

QUESTIO& DISCUSS AS YOU CREATE YOUR GIFT TAGS:

+Gift tags (provided)
+Markers, colored pen ayons

+Paper hole punc iple)
+Ribbons

+Cardstock pa a
+Glue ;

STATION SCRIPT:

to be the mother of Jesus. She must have

" for all of us! Her whole life pointed us to

the Son she lokmuch.

em into the celebration of his birth this Christmas.

share the true message of Christmas, and invite others
are in that joy!

at can be colored and backed with cardstock paper, hole

+An invitati q&s a response. How do you accept Jesus as an important part of your life?
+Do d it difficult sometimes to make Jesus a priority in your life? If so, why?

X

¢ holidays it can be hard to stay focused on Jesus’s birth. What are a few simple
things you can do as a family to keep Jesus at the center?

+It’s always fun to brighten someone’s day!
What are a few simple things you can do for others this Advent?
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SAMPLE SCHEDULE

UNWRAPPING THE GIFT

SAMPLE SCHEDULE AND TIME FRAME: %

*Please Note: We recommend doing four stations. These stations will last te inutes each.
Approximately ten families at a station, at a time. If you have a very 1arge group, consider having
two groups per station, or offering this event twice.

6:30pm: Event Begins Q
6:30pm-6:35pm: Families check-in, fellowship,zQspitality

6:35pm: Opening - All families sit i airs in the center of the
room for a short introducti Divide the group into
groups of ten families (¢ither by last name, Focation in
the room, etc.). This end on how many stations
you choose to do a many families you have in

attendance. One fami ill read the opening prayer,
then everyone will move to their station.

6:45pm: Move to ﬁr;Qn
6:50pm: StatioO%gm

6:50-7:00pm: St#1
Families move to next station

[ 4

7:05-7:15pm: Station #2
amilies move to next station

7:20-7:30Q Station #3

Families move to next station

7:3me Station #4
% Families move to closing

7:50pm-8:00pm:

Closing - Short closing in the center with a family
reading the closing prayer.
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EVENT FLYER + NEWSLETTER/
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT Q/

We have included an editable flyer. The flyer is editable throug nva:

heeps://tinyurl.com/4zcwzine Q
ANNOUNCEMENT:;

Join us for “Unwrapping the Gift,” an Advent Fa ering. Advent invites us
to prepare for the best birthday ever, the birch o S

us! It begins with a simple

invitation to Mary that extends to all of us. O s not wrapped in fancy paper,
but swaddling cloth. Come celebrate this'joyous arrival through crafts, games,
prayer, food, and fellowship. Bring your entire family to enjoy this fun, hands-on,

and meaningful event that will prour hearts for the Advent season.

(Include da ime, location)

ED HEART SCHOOL
JOIM US FOR

@U NWRAPPING

Friday, December 6
" 6:30 - 8:00 PM .
v v Church Hall

V L

7 Advant imvites ui 1o prapars Tor the beat barthday ever, llﬁ_l biath of boby \.
H Jevunl 18 Beging with o simple invitatien to Mary thaet sxtends ta all of ui d
Thie gHlt 14 not wrapped is lancy poper, buf swoddling clath, Come calehrate
- thin joyesi arrival thraugh crefts, gomes, prayer; food, ond fellowikip. Bring -
Four b Family to enjoy thiv fen, handi-om, ond meonisgful event Ehaid
will prapare your hearty for the Advent sean an

BRING YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY! E

REVE ta Wary Smith by December 1
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PHOTOS OF EACH STATION

Photos of sample set-ups for each station for inspiration.
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| PRINTABLES INCLUDED:

&
1. Event Flyer 0
2. Station Names o
3. Welcome Sign Q
4. Gift Tags 0
&

5. Game Board

}l

6. Baby Jesus Ornaé

7. Gift Reflectio

8. DK




SACRED HEART SCHOOL

JOIN US FOR Q/

F y, December 6
* t30 - 8:00 PM .

L ® , 7 Church Hall
Advent invites u%epare for the best birthday ever, the birth of baby

/ Jesus! It be V a simple invitation to Mary that extends to all of us. N

W The gift is érapped in fancy paper, but swaddling cloth. Come celebrate

= this joyo al through crafts, games, prayer, food, and fellowship. Bring

your e&mily to enjoy this fun, hands-on, and meaningful event that

will prepare your hearts for the Advent season. ®

%Q BRING YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY! ®

RSVP to Mary Smith by December 1
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