
THE CHURCH CANNOT  
REMAIN SILENT

Unpublished Letters and Other Writings

�

OSCAR ROMERO

Translated by Gene Palumbo and Dinah Livingstone

Romero_Rev_02.indd   1 5/24/16   10:11 AM



Founded in 1970, Orbis Books endeavors to publish works that enlighten 
the mind, nourish the spirit, and challenge the conscience. The publishing 
arm of the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, Orbis seeks to explore the 
global dimensions of the Christian faith and mission, to invite dialogue with 
diverse cultures and religious traditions, and to serve the cause of recon-
ciliation and peace. The books published reflect the views of their authors 
and do not represent the official position of the Maryknoll Society. To learn 
more about Maryknoll and Orbis Books, please visit our website at www.
maryknollsociety.org.

Translation copyright © 2016 by Orbis Books.

Originally published in Italian as La Chiesa Non Può Stare Zitta: Scritti In-
editi 1977–1980 edited by Jesús Delgado, © 2015 by Editrice Missionaria 
Italiana, Via di Corticella 179/4 40128, Bologna, Italy.

This edition is translated from the original Spanish text. Letters by Oscar Romero 
were translated by Gene Palumbo. Commentary was translated by Dinah 
Livingstone. 

The introduction is adapted from Beato Oscar Romero by Angelo Amato, 
copyright © 2015 by Libreria Editrice Vaticana, used with permission.  

Romero’s final Sunday homily is reprinted from Jim Wallis and Joyce Holly-
day, eds., Cloud of Witnesses (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2005). Romero’s 
last homily is reprinted from Archbishop Oscar Romero, Voice of the Voice-
less (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1985).

Published by Orbis Books, Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302.

All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or 
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, 
or any information storage or retrieval system, without prior permission in 
writing from the publisher.

Queries regarding rights and permissions should be addressed to: Orbis 
Books, P.O. Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302.

Manufactured in the United States of America.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Name: Romero, Oscar A. (Oscar Arnulfo), 1917–1980. | Delgado, Jesús, editor.
Title: The church cannot remain silent : unpublished letters and writings,  
 1977–1980 / Oscar Romero ; edited with commentary by Jesús Delgado ; 
 translated by Gene Palumbo and Dinah Livingstone.
Description: Maryknoll : Orbis Books, 2016.
Identifiers: LCCN 2015033373 | ISBN 9781626981751 (pbk.)
Subjects: LCSH: Romero, Oscar A. (Oscar Arnulfo), 1917–1980.— 
 Correspondence.
Classification: LCC BX4705.R669 A25 2016 | DDC 282.092—dc23 LC  
 record available at http://lccn.loc.gov/2015033373

Romero_Rev_02.indd   2 5/24/16   10:11 AM



v

CONTENTS

�

Preface vii

Introduction: Blessed Oscar Romero  
by Cardinal Angelo Amato xv

 
PART I: THOUGHTS 1 

The Church in Which We Live 5
The Ministry That Has Been  

Entrusted to Me 7
Cross: Time of Hope 8
Seedbed for Christians 11
In a Martyr Church 12
Conversion 13
Prophet and Servant 14
Pastor 20
Priest 27
The Laity 33
Adhering to the Magisterium 35
To Be of One Heart and Mind  

with the Church 43

Romero_Rev_02.indd   5 5/24/16   10:11 AM



Contentsvi

PART II: ADVICE 47 
To Convert Our Lives and Existence  

into an Apostolate 51
To Be Light and Salt 53
Word, Life, and Sacrament 56
Solitude and Loneliness 60
Wheat and Weeds 65
Conversion 67
Marriage Counseling 70
Education 81
Death and Resurrection 83

PART III: FINAL WORDS 87
From the Last Sunday Homily:  

“Cease the Repression” 88
From the Last Homily of Archbishop Romero:  

“Unless the Grain of Wheat Dies . . .” 92

Afterword: The Life and Death of Oscar Romero  
by Monsigñor Ricardo Urioste 97 

Romero_Rev_02.indd   6 5/24/16   10:11 AM


