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3In Real Life | How Do You Know?

 OVERVIEW
When conversing online, the acronym IRL stands for “in real life.” The virtual world of social 
media, text chats, blogs, and more have the power to remove us from the real world. What 
we experience online can skew our perspective on what it means to be human. It can numb 
us, incite us, distract us, depress us, confuse us, and make us rude or impatient. Strangely, this 
supposedly “social” and “connected” technology can profoundly disconnect us from others.

Religious faith can also place us in a bubble, especially when it distances us from others. When 
we keep the prophetic message at a safe distance, obscured in theological language and 
abstractions, we are missing the whole point. And when we see our parish as an insider club 
that serves itself, we can forget the radically inclusive message entrusted to us: God’s love is for 
everyone, and God expects us to transform the whole world through that love.

Through the incarnation, God showed up in the real world to show us that our faith is not just 
about talking the talk, but also walking the walk. It can be risky. It can be confusing. It can hurt. 
But living out our faith can also bring us great purpose, peace, and joy.

This series connects the Bible with the tough questions that youth (and adults) encounter in 
their neighborhood, in school, among friends, and even online. This process will help you as 
a leader break open these issues in a fun and meaningful way, sparking conversation and the 
kind of life change Jesus invites us to embrace.

 THE ROLE OF PARENTS
As children enter middle school and high school, they become more independent, self-re-
liant, and, well, self-centered. This can bring parents to make assumptions that this is the 
time to step back, giving their child more space to form their identity. While there is truth 
to that at some level (adolescents definitely shouldn’t be smothered), this is a stage of life 
when parents should in fact lean in. The apparent confidence and bluster youth show on 
the outside can mask the insecurity and confusion on the inside. Youth need their parents 
to be involved more than ever.
 

 WHOLE FAMILY FORMATION
Parents are the primary teachers of their own children, and parishes are waking up to the 
fact that faith formation programs need to bring parents into the process if they hope 
to see faith passed on to the next generation. Recent studies give us more and more 
evidence that the role of parents is the most important factor in determining whether a 
child will embrace faith as they move toward adulthood. Research from the Center for the 
Applied Research on the Apostolate shows that parents who talk about their faith and 
show through their actions that their faith is important to them are more likely to have 
children who remain Catholic.

Bible-based Explorations of Issues Facing Youth
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4 In Real Life | How Do You Know?

While whole family events with elementary-aged children are on the rise, the role of 
parents can be an afterthought in youth ministry. We have designed the sessions in this 
series to work with or without parents present, and we encourage you to offer them as 
parent-child events. 

If you choose to involve parents, it is important to consider before each session how to 
best do so. Many of the activities in this series are high-energy, creative, or silly. Some 
parents may need some encouragement to get out of their heads and have fun with the 
group. A few activities involving physical contact would be inappropriate for parents and 
youth to participate together, and we have noted them as such.

There are a number of ways to approach discussions with parent participation. Unless 
you have a small group, you will likely want to break into smaller groups for conversation. 
Some youth may be self-conscious and unable to be completely honest and open in a 
group situation with a parent present. For this reason, you may choose in some cases to 
assign parents to different groups from their own children, or to have separate parent 
and child groups altogether. Be sure to cover expectations around confidentiality. It is 
inappropriate for a parent (or youth) to share with another parent what their child said in 
a small group.

Note that even if parents and their children do not share all conversations together in the 
session, they will still have a valuable shared experience and can have extended conversa-
tions about it later.

 THANK YOU
The role you play in gathering, animating, praying with, and forming youth is a valuable 
one. Thank you for all you do to serve the church and its families!  

 
More about 
Whole Family 
Formation   
To learn more about 
how your parish can 
take a comprehensive 
whole family approach 
to faith formation, visit 
GrowingUpCatholic.com.

 ! 
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5In Real Life | How Do You Know?

 HOW DO YOU 
KNOW? 
Wisdom in the Bible

 INTRODUCTION
Wisdom literature doesn’t get the attention it deserves. Jeremiah lists the “counsel of the wise,” 
along with the law of the priest and the word from the prophets as three classes of spiritual 
leadership in Israel (Jer. 18:18). Yet for most believers, little time is spent learning to appreciate 
this form of biblical instruction.

While the other styles of authorship in our Bible emphasize spectacular or supernatural 
stories about God’s activity, wisdom literature is more down-to-earth. Waiting for a lightning 
bolt revelation from God, we often overlook the simple patterns of life and common-sense 
learning. The bumper-sticker approach to theology, wisdom literature encourages people to 
“get smart,” to avoid trouble, and to find peace.

In its simplest form, wisdom is one person telling another how to stay out of trouble, how to 
find deeper meaning in life, and how to avoid a “negative” journey (walking the wrong path).

But advice needs anchors. What is sound advice in one situation is exactly the wrong advice 
in a different situation. Looking at contradictory advice from biblical and popular proverbs, 
we come to realize that truth survives the contradictions. The community of faith, together 
interpreting truth in each situation, guides us through difficult times.

Wisdom is also a good pathfinder. There are underlying routes of righteousness in life. 
Learning these routes leads to good living. Ignoring the truth of these routes leads to 
destruction. Certainly there may still be suffering, but a life that follows the path of wisdom 
will find a way through even the most difficult situations. The very heart of early wisdom is: “Be 
good and you will get good things in return.”

But a direct challenge to that heart of early wisdom is the story of Job, a righteous man who 
suffered unjustly. Unjust suffering is a frequent complaint of adolescents. What is discovered 
in Job’s story, however, is that it is from within our suffering that God becomes more clearly 
understood. If this is true, then in dealing with people who are suffering, wisdom would have 
us do more looking and listening than problem-solving and preaching.
 
Finally, the book of Ecclesiastes is an attempt to answer the question, “If bad people 
sometimes get good things and good people sometimes suffer, what should be our guide 
in living?” Here is a question asked by most young people in their search for meaning in life. 
We come to understand from Ecclesiastes that life is meant to be lived in the moment. While 

Bible-based Explorations of Issues Facing Youth

  
Following the 
path of wisdom 
leads to good 
living, even 
when it winds 
through fields 
of suffering. 
Life is meant to 
be lived in the 
moment. While 
looking for the 
celebration, 
sorrow, and 
presence of 
God in each 
moment, we 
come alive to 
and internalize 
the route of 
righteousness.
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6 In Real Life | How Do You Know?

THE TEACHING PLAN: The parts of the session guide

 FROM LIFE TO BIBLE TO LIFE
The teaching plan we use is called life-centered. However, when we write each session, we 
always begin with scripture. We ask, what does this particular passage say, especially to 
youth? Each session moves from life to Bible to life. So the Bible is really at the center of 
this way of teaching.

In every session we try to hit upon a tough question that youth might ask. Find out what 
questions on this issue are important for your group. Feel free to bring your own input 
and invite your group members to add their own experiences.

  Faith story. The session is rooted in 
this Bible passage.

  Faith focus. The story of the passage in 
a nutshell.

  Session goal. The entire session is built 
around this goal. What changes—in knowl-
edge, attitude, and/or action—do you desire 
in your group?

  Materials needed and  
advance preparation. This 
is what you will need if the session 
is to go smoothly. You’ll feel more 
at ease if you’ve taken care of 
these details before you meet your 
group.

  
EXTENDER 
SESSION
Extender sessions suggest 
special activities related to 
the issue of the unit. They 
help accommodate the 
diversity of parish schedules. 
Since each unit is undated, 
participants may study 
units in their entirety and 
still participate in special 
events of the parish that get 
scheduled simultaneously 
with youth group time. Ex-
tender sessions can be used 
anytime, but the one for this 
unit best follows Session 4.
Calculate now whether or 
not you will be using the 
extender session.

looking for the celebration, sorrow, and presence of God in each moment, we come alive to 
and internalize the route of righteousness.

 PREPARATION ALERT
Throughout this unit, group members will be creating a list of Youth Proverbs. This list, 
begun in the first session and added to along the way, will be a central exercise. Learning 
to write one’s own proverbs is a key step in learning to appreciate the proverbs written by 
another. Keep on hand newsprint, markers, and masking tape for the whole unit.

For Session 3, collect some sets of rules (Robert’s Rules of Order, driving instructions, stu-
dent handbook from school, etc.). Also select nine magazines of the same shape for use in 
the opening game.  
For Session 4, prepare four people to be actors/readers in a role-play.

For additional background reading on wisdom: 
• William Anderson, Wisdom Books: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, Wis-

dom, Sirach (Ben Sira) (Liguori Catholic Bible Studies series, Liguori Publications).
 • Christopher Bowman, Wisdom (Covenant Bible Studies series, Brethren Press).
 • Walter Brueggemann, In Man We Trust: The Neglected Side of Biblical Faith.
 •  Derek Kidner, The Wisdom of Proverbs, Job and Ecclesiastes: An Introduction to Wisdom 

Literature.
 •  Kathleen M. O’Connor, The Wisdom Literature (Liturgical Press).
 •  Susan Sink, The Art of the Saint John’s Bible: A Reader’s Guide to Wisdom Books and 

Prophets (Liturgical Press).
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7In Real Life | How Do You Know?

 TEACHING THE SESSION
The five step-by-step movements will carry you from life to the Bible and back to life. Each 
session takes about 45 to 50 minutes. If there is a handout sheet for the session, take note 
of any complementary activities and stories.

 LOOK AHEAD
Here are reminders for what you need to do for the next session or two.

 INSIGHTS FROM SCRIPTURE
Here is a resource for Explore the Bible. Don’t try to use all the material given. Take what 
you need to lead the session and answer questions your group may have. Let the Insights 
section inspire you to think and study more about the passage for the session.

 HANDOUT SHEETS
Occasionally, there will be a handout sheet to complement your session. If you choose to 
use this, you will need to make enough copies for the group. These sheets may include 
questions, stories, agree/disagree exercises, charts, pictures, and other materials to stimu-
late your group to think and discuss.

Generally, no participant preparation is required unless the session plan calls for you to contact 
selected group members for specific tasks.

1.  Focus. Intended to create a friendly 
climate within the group and to draw 
attention to the issue.

2.  Connect. Invites participants to 
express their own life experience about 
the issue, through talking, drawing, role 
playing, and other activities. Also uses 
memory, reason, or imagination to get 
the group thinking about why they view 
the issue the way they do.

3.  Explore the Bible. What does 
the Bible say about the issue? With a 
minimum of lecturing, dig into the faith 
story and search for answers to ques-
tions raised in the first activities. The 
Insights from Scripture section will help 

clarify the faith story. Help participants 
discover how the faith community 
understands the Bible passage.

4.  Apply the faith story. What does the 
Bible passage mean for contemporary 
life? This is the “aha!” moment when 
participants realize the faith story has 
wisdom for their lives.

5.  Respond. Why does the Bible pas-
sage matter? What will the group do 
about the issue in light of what they 
have learned from their own experi-
ences set alongside the faith story? 
How can we live the faith story rather 
than pass it off as a mere intellectual 
exercise?
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9In Real Life | How Do You Know?

 Materials 
needed and 
advance 
preparation
• Newsprint/markers or 

chalkboard/chalk

• Masking tape

• Copies of the handout 
sheets for Session 1

• Bibles (Note: Eugene 
Peterson’s paraphrase, 
The Message, includes 
a modern-language 
version of the Psalms 
and Proverbs.)

• Writing paper and 
pencils/pens

• Index cards

• As you prepare to teach 
about wisdom literature, 
read through the entire 
book of Proverbs.

 KEY VERSE
For in vain is the net baited while the bird is looking on. (Prov. 1:17)
Paraphrase: It’s no use setting duck decoys while the ducks are watching.

 FAITH STORY
Proverbs 1:1-33

 FAITH FOCUS
Wisdom literature holds a special place in the Bible. This is not the stuff of preachers, 
scholars, or genealogists; here is material written for (and by) teachers. These people were 
charged with teaching the young people of the faith how to avoid the “snare” of evil and 
the decoys of foolishness and, in so doing, come to a good life.

 SESSION GOAL
Since youth face a constant deluge of contradictory advice, guide them to use and create 
“scriptural sound-bites” called proverbs to help them learn from mistakes.

 TEACHING PLAN

1. FOCUS  10 minutes
People make really stupid mistakes. If we’re not too proud, it can even be funny to 
remember the stupid mistakes we’ve made. As a group, make a list of “Stupid People Mis-
takes” you have made over the last year or that you have seen others make. Write these on 
the left half of a large piece of newsprint taped to the wall, or on the chalkboard. Be sure 
to list a mistake or two of your own.

After everyone has told their “stupid mistake” stories, have the group vote on whether or 
not the story deserves “Top Five Stupid People Mistakes” status. Number the top vote-
getters.

SESSION 1

WHAT IS WISDOM?  
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10 In Real Life | How Do You Know?

 Option: If you have plenty of time, make the Top Five list into a Top Ten list.

Examples:

 3. The time I locked my keys in the car.
 4.  When I went to pick up my date I saw that she was dressed up and I was dressed 

casually.
 1.    Watching cheerleaders coming out to the field, I rode my mountain-bike into the 

back of a parked van.
 2.  A friend of mine was playing trombone with the band. He was at the top of the 

bleachers and lost his grip on the slide and it flew all the way down to the basket-
ball court.

 
(Note: Abbreviate long stories to short but memorable snippets such as “slip-sliding trom-
bonist.”)

2. CONNECT 5-6 minutes
Ask: How do we react to this list? Do we find our mistakes humorous? Do they make us angry? 
Are we embarrassed? Do we find other people’s mistakes funnier than our own mistakes? 
What made the best (Top Five) different from the rest? (Were they the most stupid, embar-
rassing, or easiest to spot?) Do we often feel we must hide our mistakes?

The one good thing about our mistakes is that we can learn from them. Better yet, we can 
help other people learn from our mistakes. Best of all, we can learn from other people’s 
mistakes. As the saying goes, “Everyone learns from mistakes; if you’re smart, you’ll learn 
from other people’s mistakes.” For example, when someone walks up on stage with their 
fly open, everyone else in the room checks their zippers. When someone tells a really stu-
pid joke, the rest of us think more carefully about the joke we were about to tell. Mistakes 
teach us to change.

Distribute copies of the first handout sheet and read the poem, “Autobiography in Five 
Short Chapters.”  Talk about the universality of the ideas expressed in the poem. People 
everywhere make mistakes. Sometimes we make the same mistake several times. Eventu-
ally, however, we learn from our mistakes in order to avoid the problems of the past.

3. EXPLORE THE BIBLE 15 minutes
Shift to this activity by saying: In the Bible, lessons about the mistakes people make are 
called proverbs. Thousands of years ago, these lessons were written down to help other people 
avoid making stupid mistakes and getting their lives all screwed up.

Give the group a little background:

The book of Proverbs starts out by saying that these are the proverbs of Solomon, the 
wisest person in the Bible. Some of the sayings may actually come from King Solomon. 
Others are from the sages (wise teachers) from other times and other places.

In collecting these sayings, the writers of Proverbs intended that everyone might get a bit 
smarter. The young, the simple, and even the wise can learn from the mistakes of others 
and all of us become foolish when we refuse to learn.
 

Remind the group that the book of Proverbs is in the middle of the Bible, right after 
Psalms. Have everyone look at the first chapter of the book, and make the following com-
ments:

Wisdom was a feminine voice in Hebrew scriptures. She calls to people in the town square 
and wants them to stop being such idiots. In verse 22 she asks us how long we’re going to 

  
“See, I am 
sending you 
out like sheep 
into the midst 
of wolves; so be 
wise as serpents 
and innocent as 
doves.”

Matthew 10:16

  
“Experience is 
our name for 
accumulated 
errors.”

Jewish proverb

11
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11In Real Life | How Do You Know?11 Generation Why | How Do You Know?

like being stupid. At its very core, wisdom literature suggests that Wisdom herself really 
wants us to gain an understanding of how the world works. Wisdom gives us pointers 
that are true for all of human history and points out that God wants us to get smart 
before we kill ourselves.

Then choose one of the options below.

 Option A: Break into three groups, have each group draw their assignment (Prov-
erbs 1:7-9; Proverbs 1:10-16; Proverbs 1:17-19) from a hat or another selection method. 
Distribute newsprint and markers, along with the second handout sheet, and follow 
instructions there. Introduce each section of Proverbs by reading the comments on the 
handout sheet. 

 Option B: Have three people read the sections of Proverbs on the second handout 
sheet aloud while others follow along in their Bibles. As a group, talk about each section 
prior to moving to the next. Ask: What is this section saying to us? What kind of mistakes 
might have prompted the teachers to write down these sayings? Close each discussion by 
sharing the comments. As a group, translate each key verse and write ‘‘Today’s Youth Ver-
sion” on a piece of newsprint.

4. APPLY 5-10 minutes

Explain that a proverb is an epigram (short poem dealing with a single thought: “A stitch 
in time saves nine”) or a maxim (fundamental principle, truth, or rule of conduct: “Look 
before you leap”). 
 
By collecting and preserving proverbs, the Bible suggests that God intends that we use 
our brains as well as our Bibles—our smarts as well as our faith.

God’s not just concerned about whether or not we get to heaven; God also wants to help 
us keep from making fools of ourselves and from slipping into ugly ways of living. One of 
the ways we get smart is to learn from our mistakes.

 Option A: Give each person an index card. Then tell them to think about where they 
are now in their lives (their job-place, significant relationship, school situations). Ask: Can 
you think of a trap you fell into which you now wish you could have avoided? Write this trap (or 
the mistake you made) on your card.

Say something like:

With this trap in mind, write a proverb that would be a quick lesson for someone else enter-
ing your world. What short piece of advice would you pass along to someone you care 
about? Is there something you wish someone had told you about school, a first date, look-
ing for a job, or a relationship? Try to make your saying short enough to fit on a bumper-
sticker, but don’t worry if it’s a little longer.

When finished, share the “proverbs” with the whole group.

 Option B: Look back at the list of “Top Five Stupid People Mistakes” (from Focus), and 
have the group name the “lesson of life” we might learn from them. On the right side of the 
newsprint or chalkboard, write the “Top Five Lessons of Life.” Make the lessons as short as 
possible; keep them to bumper-sticker length. Number the lessons to match up with the 
list of mistakes. Examples (from “stupid people mistakes” listed above in Focus section):

 1. Watch for grilles not for girls.
 2. Don’t forget, when pursing your lips—The looser the hold, the more a slide slips.
 3. Look before you lock.
 4. Don’t assume when you groom.

  
“An educated 
person knows 
many things, 
but one 
with much 
experience 
knows what 
he is talking 
about.”

Ecclesiasticus 34:9

  
“The man who 
understands his 
foolishnesses is 
wise.”

Jewish proverb
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LOOK 
AHEAD
While God’s truth is timeless 
and trustworthy, the sages 
of wisdom literature realized 
that different situations 
require different (and often 
contradictory) advice. 
Next time, we’ll look at the 
problem of contradictory 
proverbs and how believers 
look for the path of the Lord 
amid the contradictions of 
life. One can be going the 
right way even though the 
road sometimes doubles 
back in the opposite 
direction.

Keep the “Life is Tough 
Enough…” poster from 
Session 1 for use in the next 
session. Recopy if necessary, 
and make enough room 
in the collection of youth 
proverbs to add more 
next time. Read Proverbs 
10–22 in preparation for the 
next session. Copy a list of 
contradictory proverbs as 
instructed in Focus.

  
“For learning, 
the ear is more 
useful than the 
eye.”

Jonah Gerondi

5. RESPOND 10 minutes

Everyone makes mistakes—it’s part of living. The important thing is that we learn from our 
mistakes. The next important thing is that we are willing to share our mistakes and our learn-
ing with other people so they don’t have to make the mistakes themselves.

To begin the process of helping others learn from your mistakes, create a “Life Is Tough 
Enough…So Get Smart!” poster which gathers up youth proverbs and displays them. These 
would include the index cards of Apply, Option A, or the two newsprint/chalkboard lists of 
Option B. On the left half of the poster write “Life is Tough Enough…” and put up the list of 
“Stupid Mistakes.” On the right half write “…So Get Smart!” and there place the collection of 
youth proverbs. Keep this poster up throughout your study.  
At the beginning of each session, add a biblical proverb as a memorization verse.

Close with a prayer:

Thank you, God,
for giving us brains and for helping us learn not to make fools of ourselves for anyone but you.

Protect each of us as we go into the world.
Help us learn what it means to live for you even when we catch ourselves making mistakes. 

Amen.
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Some biblical 
books like 
Ecclesiasticus 
and the Wisdom 
of Solomon 
are considered 
authoritative 
in the Roman 
Catholic and 
Orthodox 
Churches, but 
not among 
our Protestant 
brothers and 
sisters.  Some 
Protestant Bibles 
will include these 
books under 
the heading 
“Apocrypha.”

 INSIGHTS FROM SCRIPTURE

Although King Solomon’s name figures prominently in the book (1:1; 10:1; 25:1), he was 
undoubtedly not the author of all the proverbs. (Most obvious is 31:1-9.) It is probably 
more important to realize that the authors were attributing their wisdom lists to the wis-
est person in the world.

“God gave Solomon very great wisdom, discernment, and breadth of understanding 
as vast as the sand on the seashore, so that Solomon’s wisdom surpassed the wisdom 
of all the people of the east, and all the wisdom of Egypt. He was wiser than anyone 
else, wiser than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, Calcol, and Darda, children of Hahol” 
(1 Kings 4:29-31a).

This desire to attribute Proverbs to the wisest man in the world shows just how seriously 
these sages (teachers) took their jobs. The teachers were responsible for making their 
students aware and wise. Getting smart was the way to keep people out of trouble. While 
other parts of the Bible talk about how God gets involved in our lives and protects us 
from evil, wisdom literature takes a different point of view.

When Bible scholars talk about wisdom literature, they are referring to a type of biblical 
content that emphasizes that people can figure out right and wrong without God having 
to step in and zap them with a lightning bolt. “God’s goodness and plan for living are 
evident in the world around us,” say the teachers of old. “All we’ve got to do is learn to look 
and listen. Those who have ears should hear, for heaven’s sake.” While revelation comes at 
God’s choosing, wisdom is available to everyone at all times. This is a good corrective to 
our arrogant belief that God personally handles all the little details of our lives.

In the novel Cold Sassy Tree, Will almost gets run over by a train. He asks, “Grandpa, you 
think I’m alive tonight cause it was God’s will?” “Naw, you livin’ cause you had the good 
sense to fall down ‘twixt them tracks.” “Maybe God give me the idea.” “You can believe 
thet, son, if ‘n you think it was God’s idea for you to be up on thet there trestle in the first 
place. What God gave you was a brain. Hit’s his will for you to use it—p’tickler when a 
train’s comin’.” (Olive Ann Burns, Cold Sassy Tree)

In wisdom literature we have the confession that we work at faith with our brains and not 
just with our hearts.

Books that show this particular understanding of the world are Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes, 
some psalms, Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) and the Wisdom of Solomon. Some Bible scholars 
add Song of Songs, Ruth, Tobit, parts of Deuteronomy, Esther, and Amos. Even the story of 
Joseph (Genesis 37–50, but omitting chapters 38 and 49) is considered wisdom because 
Joseph gets out of trouble by using his head, not by waiting around for the sea to get 
dried up or the famine to be miraculously washed away. The sayings and some of the 
teachings of Jesus (like those in the Sermon on the Mount) show wisdom influence, as 
do the Gospel of John and the letter of James. In all these, people are called on to make 
right decisions based upon what they observe, rather than upon divine revelation. In fact, 
if you find a Bible story where God doesn’t loudly say or visibly do a whole lot and where 
people are seen to be responsible for their own behavior, there’s a good chance that its 
roots are in wisdom.SA
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Chapter 1

I walk down the street.

There is a deep hole in the sidewalk. 

I fall in.

I am lost…I am helpless. 

It isn’t my fault.

It takes forever to find a way out.

Autobiography 

in Five Short 

Chapters

Chapter 4

I walk down the same street.

There is a deep hole in the 

       sidewalk. 

I walk around it.

Chapter 5

I walk down another street.

Chapter 3

I walk down the same street.

There is a deep hole in the sidewalk. 

I see it is there.

I still fall in…it’s a habit.

My eyes are open.

I know where I am.

It is my fault.

I get out immediately.

•

Chapter 2

I walk down the same street.

There is a deep hole in the sidewalk.

I pretend I don’t see it.

I fall in again.

I can’t believe I am in the same place, 

      but it isn’t my fault. 

It still takes a long time to get out.

by Portia Nelson, 20th-century American writer
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by Portia Nelson, 20th-century American writer
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What is
wisdom?

Proverbs 1:7-9

People who use their brains—people who don’t make many stupid mis-

takes—are a whole lot more fun to be related to than people who mess 

up all the time. Proverbs 1:9 even points out that listening to your parents

makes you look quite good to them and to others. But the key verse in this

section is verse 7.

Proverbs 1:10-16

This section shows that people who use their brains are less likely to be

sucked into the wrong group of people. How often have you heard the

words, “Oh, let’s just put our money together and pay for it,” only to have

the friends end up with the things you paid for (1:14)? And isn’t it true that

it gets easier to be nasty to other people when you’re in a group of people

being nasty? The key verse is verse 10.

Proverbs 1:17-19

People who use their brains are smart enough to realize that nasty people

have their nastiness backfire on them. What goes around comes around. The

key verse is verse 17.

Instructions: 
1.  Read your assigned section of Proverbs 1.
2. Talk together about what it means.
3. Translate the key verse into your own words.
4. Write your translation—“Today’s Youth Version”—on the newsprint and tape it to
the wall.
5. Explain to the larger group what that verse means to you.
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