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EDITOR’S NOTE ON THE SECOND EDITION

I am grateful to the readers who suggested improvements in 
the rendering of more difficult terms and to those who pointed 
out minor errors. I am particularly grateful to the readers who 
drew my attention to two instances of the omission of a line 
of text—publishers and printers are all too painfully aware of 
how this can happen!

On page 360, the ten words following the word ‘Lord’ in the 
next to last line of paragraph 9, had been omitted, as had the 
thirteen words on page 800, line 6, paragraph 2.

We had intended to add more recent postconciliar documents 
to this volume, making extra space available by omitting some 
of the less important documents included in the first volume. 
Unfortunately, this has not been possible. The proposed omis-
sions would have necessitated resetting the book, thus increas-
ing the cost to a degree far in excess of that made necessary 
by current high inflation. Nor did it prove feasible to add the 
new material to the present volume, for with nearly 1100 it is 
already at the outer limits of our printer’s binding capacity. It 
is almost twice the size of the average ‘blockbuster’.

Austin Flannery, OP
+ October 21, 2008
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INTRODUCTION

Why a new edition of the documents of Vatican II? For eighteen 
years I have been involved in the translation and publication of 
official Church documents, including those of Vatican II and its 
aftermath, and I have long felt that there is need for a volume con-
taining not only the sixteen Council documents, but also as useful a 
selection as possible of the relevant subsequent official documents, 
those which dot the i’s and cross the t’s, as it were, of the sixteen.

It might have been physically possible to have included all the 
postconciliar documents in one book, but it would have been an 
excessively large book—or couple of books—and would in any 
case have been less than helpful for the general reader. It seemed 
more feasible and more helpful to attempt to meet the needs of the 
average priest, religious or lay person who might find themselves 
asking: “Where can I lay my hands on that second directory on 
ecumenism?” or, “Where can I get those documents on mixed 
marriages?” or, “Wasn’t there something in the last year or two 
about subdeacons?” or, “Isn’t the Index abolished—or is it?”

One knows, of course, that there are many, perhaps very many 
priests, religious and lay people who, since the controversies of the 
sixties, are unlikely to lose any sleep over the location of a Roman 
document—any Roman document! In fact they may find the mere 
mention of a Roman document a soporific. For some of them the 
phrase, “Roma locuta, causa finita: Rome has spoken, the case is 
finished,” may have taken on a new and cynical meaning, best ren-
dered perhaps by “Rome has spoken, that’s one more subject buried.”

That is a pity, and they are themselves the poorer.
I have tried to include all documents of general interest which 

form part of the postconciliar process. Many of them are not easily 
available. I have also added in an appendix, a descriptive catalogue 
of a much more ample selection of postconciliar documents.

The postconciliar documents on the liturgy presented by far 
the greatest difficulty. Well over a hundred of them have been 
issued since the beginning of 1964, some of them short, some of 
them very long. A book limited to a collection of these documents 
would have to be somewhat selective to be manageable. Much 
more drastic selectivity is called for in a more general collection, 
such as the present one. In the introduction to the section on lit-
urgy, I explain how the selection was made.
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There are other documents which are not of immediate concern 
to all the members of the Church, but only to certain categories of 
members, to whom in fact they are relatively accessible. Here too 
I have been selective. Thus, I have omitted documents on clerical 
formation and several documents listing special faculties granted 
to bishops and to religious superiors.

This volume contains documents which might be described as 
organically linked with the conciliar process. During the course 
of the Vatican Council, and after it had finished, a number of 
bodies were formally entrusted with the task of working out the 
detailed application of the principles and directives agreed at the 
Council. Many of them were brought into existence solely for this 
purpose and, their work done, have since ceased to exist. Some of 
the work, naturally, was shared with existing Roman congrega-
tions. (For details, see Appendix—hereafter referred to simply as 
A.—numbers 17, 18, 21, 22, 24, 28.) It is the documents produced 
in this way which I describe as being organically linked with the 
conciliar process. They are printed after the conciliar documents 
to which they relate, and in chronological order.

The descriptive catalogue in the Appendix lists two hundred 
and fifty of the more important postconciliar documents. Those 
included in the present volume are marked with an asterisk. The 
descriptive catalogue, one hopes, offers a general view of the 
scope and development of the official blueprints for renewal in the 
Church. In many instances, it also offers an adequate synopsis or 
brief indication of the contents of documents not published in the 
present collection. It gives full details of the titles and dates of all 
documents and of where their originals may be found.

The official Latin text of the council documents is that pre-
pared by the General Secretariat of the Second Vatican Council. 
They have been published in the Acta Apostolicae Sedis, the offi-
cial Vatican gazette. They have also been published in the official 
collection published 11 October, 1966, by the Secretariat under 
the title: Sacrosanctum Oecumenicum Concilium Vaticanum II: 
Constitutiones, Decreta, Declarationes. We have followed the 
order of that publication. The main source for the originals of 
postconciliar documents is the Acta Apostolicae Sedis, but we 
have also had recourse to Commentarium pro Religiosis and 
Notitiae (see Other Abbreviations) and the other publications 
listed in A. 101 to 122.
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A constantly augmented collection of conciliar and postcon-
ciliar documents in their original languages and in Italian trans-
lation is published by Edizioni Dehoniane, Bologna, Italy. It is 
called Enchiridion Vaticanum: Documenti, Il Concilio Vaticano II. 
A collection of postconciliar documents is being published in 
several volumes by Les Editions Fides of Montreal, Canada, and 
Les Editions du Cerf, Paris, France, in the original languages and 
in French translation. It is called: Pour construire L’Église Nou-
velle: Normes d’application du Concile Vatican II et documents 
complementaires. A well-known French translation of the council 
documents is published by Editions du Centurion, Paris, France: 
Concile Oecuménique Vatican II: Documents Conciliares, in four 
volumes. We have compared our translations of the council docu-
ments with the Italian and French versions mentioned above and 
with Father Walter Abbott’s and other English versions.

I wish to thank those who have given us permission to use 
translations already published elsewhere. Most of the translations, 
however, were prepared under our own auspices, and these we have 
checked with the Italian versions published in Enchiridion Vatica-
num and in the Osservatore Romano, and with the French versions 
published in the Fides and Cerf publications mentioned above.

The council documents are printed in the order of their promul-
gation, which is the order adopted by the official Latin publication 
listed above. This volume omits the Apostolic Constitution conven-
ing the council and the Apostolic Letter closing it. It also omits the 
papal addresses at the beginning and end of each session of the 
council and the papal addresses delivered during sessions. They are 
important documents, are included in the official Latin volume listed 
above, and they belong to the Acta Conciliaria: conciliar proceed-
ings. For all that, they are not council documents, do not have the 
same importance or interest as the postconciliar documents which 
form part of the postconciliar process, and are easily accessible in 
Father Abbott’s edition of the council documents. Their inclusion 
would have considerably increased the size of the present volume.

PRACTICAL POINTS TO REMEMBER 
IN USING THIS VOLUME

1. All documents are numbered consecutively. Larger docu-
ments have their own internal system of numbering, of paragraphs, 
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sections or chapters. By combining the two (our own numbering 
on the documents and the documents’ internal system of number-
ing) we have devised a simple system of reference. For example, 
D. 1, 26, means Document no. 1 (The Constitution on the Sacred 
Liturgy), paragraph 26.

2. Documents in the descriptive catalogue (Appendix) are re-
ferred to as, for example, A. 35: Appendix, document no. 35.

3. If a reader comes across a reference in Latin to a document, 
the Latin will very often be the first words of the Latin original—it 
is a common way of referring to ecclesiastical documents. The 
Index of First Words on pages 1015–1016 lists all the documents 
contained in this volume.

4. Each council document begins with the sonorous phrase: 
“Paul Bishop, Servant of the Servants of God, Together with the 
Council Fathers, For a permanent record.” Each council docu-
ment ends in the following fashion: “What has been set down 
in this (Constitution, Decree, Declaration) has been accepted 
by the Fathers of the Sacred Council in its entirety and in all its 
parts. And, together with the Venerable Council Fathers, we by 
the apostolic power granted to us by Christ, approve, decree and 
establish it, and we order that what has thus been established in 
synod be promulgated, for the glory of God.” Then follow the 
place and date of promulgation: “Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, 
. . .” and the following: “I Paul, Bishop of the Catholic Church.” 
The signatures of the other Fathers then follow. To save space, 
the above have been omitted from this volume, but the date of the 
promulgation of each document is given under its title.

5. The postconciliar documents also have a more elaborate 
introduction, giving the name of the Vatican department issuing 
the document, and at the end the date, place of promulgation and 
the signatures of the prefect and Secretary of the department. 
We give the date of promulgation and the initials of the Roman 
department under the title of each document. The names of the 
Prefect and Secretary are omitted, however.

AUSTIN FLANNERY, OP
+ October 21, 2008
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Editor’s note on 1992 edition

Quite a large number of corrections and changes have been made 
in this edition. We are grateful to the many readers, from different 
parts of the world, who have sent us corrections and suggestions 
for improving the text. For ease of reference, we have increased 
the number of running heads. Thus, for example, each of the 
twenty-five documents in the 282-page section on the liturgy is 
given its own running head on right-hand pages, where this is 
feasible.
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