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Messages and excerpts of messages at the beginning of each
segment and chapter, or within the chapters, are taken from those
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The apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Medjugorje,
have not as of this writing been officially approved by the inves-
tigating commission established by the Roman Catholic Church.
However, they have not been disapproved or censored, which
would have been the case had anything contrary to Church doc-
trine or Holy Scripture been discovered in the thirteen years
they have allegedly occurred. Because of the overwhelming num-
ber of pilgrims, it has been designated as an official Marian
shrine. The author submits totally to the authority of the Church
in its ultimate conclusion of these events.
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I dedicate this book to all souls who
have heeded the call of return to the

Gospel message of Jesus, through
the apparitions of Our Lady

at Medjugorje, and have answered
with prayer, fasting and penance.

Also to my wife, Terri,
whose encouragement, assistance,

collaboration, persistence and
spiritual acceptance made possible

not just this book,
but the entire mission.
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Foreword

ix

I met Wayne Weible at the first Medjugorje Peace confer-
ence, held at Notre Dame University, in 1988. I was curi-
ous to find out more about this Lutheran who had taken
up the mission of spreading the Medjugorje message, giv-
ing up a lucrative business career to do so.

Having seen him on the national Sally Jessy Raphael
television show, and being personally familiar with the
tabloid containing his articles on Medjugorje, I was pleased
to accompany friends to the airport at South Bend, to pick
him up for the conference. I had been pronouncing
Wayne’s last name, “Weeble,” but was immediately cor-
rected, as he gently informed me the best way to remem-
ber the correct pronunciation was that it rhymed with
“Bible.” It was the beginning of a long friendship.

Little did I know that one day, I would receive Wayne
and his beautiful wife Terri into the Roman Catholic
Church, at yet another Medjugorje conference, this one
in New Orleans. Just prior to the ceremony, Archbishop
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Phillip Hannan asked who was to be his Godparent. Since
I had not selected one, I was duly appointed as such by the
Archbishop. Thus, Wayne is more than just a friend—he is
my Godson!

In these past seven years, we have shared the stage at
many conferences throughout the United States; and, we
were able to be together for a special visit to Medjugorje
with teenagers as our pilgrims.

There is little doubt in my heart that Wayne has been
given a special mission, a mission which again, we both
share: that is, to evangelize the Gospel message of Jesus
Christ, which is at the heart of the messages being given
at Medjugorje by the Blessed Virgin Mary.

—Father Kenneth J. Roberts
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Prologue:

Miracle at Medjugorje

“My angels, I send you my Son, Jesus, who was tortured for
His faith and yet, He endured everything. You also, my angels,
will endure everything. . . .”

xi

Just another village among many scattered throughout the
mountains and valleys of Yugoslav ia’s republic of
Bosnia-Hercegovina; that was Medjugorje. Small, rural and
rather undistinguished except for its large, cement cross
atop Krizevic Mountain overlooking the collection of little
hamlets. For four decades, the 36-foot-high structure has
served as a constant reminder to the predominantly
Croatian villagers of their strong Catholic faith and its
effect on the daily ebb and f low of life. This, in spite of
living under the oppressive rule of atheistic Communism,
in a government dominated by their ethnic enemy, Serbia.
Still, for the most part, life was quiet and simple.

That changed suddenly on June 24, 1981.
On that day, several teenagers made the astonishing

claim that they had seen an apparition of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ, on the side of
Podbrdo Hill near the Bethlehem-like hamlet. The
weather-beaten cross would soon serve as a powerful sym-
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bol for this supernatural mystical phenomena that would
draw millions of spiritually hungry souls from all corners
of the earth.

It began as two girls, Ivanka Ivankovic, 16, and Mirjana
Dragecevic, 15, set out for an early evening stroll after
finishing family chores. Later, as clouds gathered threat-
ening rain, the two friends started home, disappointed
that a third companion, Vicka Ivankovic, 17, had not joined
them. They had left a note at her home asking that she
meet them beyond Podbrdo Hill.

As the two girls approached the edge of the village,
Ivanka was startled suddenly by a brilliant f lash of light
halfway up the hill. She came to a sudden stop, and was
astonished to see the image of a beautiful young woman
in the light. Immediately she identified the image from
her Catholic heritage: it was Gospa—the Blessed Virgin
Mary!

Ivanka began screaming for Mirjana to look up on the
hill at the image. But she refused to look, thinking her
friend was pulling a prank, which they regularly played
on one another. Continuing toward the village, Mirjana
scolded her friend playfully for trying to trick her.

Fixated by the dazzling beauty of the image, Ivanka
seemed frozen in her tracks, before breaking into a run
after Mirjana, who by this time had met up with another
young girl on her way to get the family sheep. It didn’t
take long for them to see that Ivanka was serious; this was
no prank. Quickly, they hurried to the spot, and now they
too were able to see the vision in the brilliant light.

As the young girls stared at the image, she beckoned
for them to come closer; no one moved. They were too
frightened. Vicka, finally coming to join her two friends,
turned and f led in fright when her friends shouted for
her to come and see Gospa. She returned shortly with two
boys whom she had met on the road and told what was
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happening near Podbrdo. As they joined the others, they
also were able to see the image.

Some of the young people began to pray while others
cried; one young man who had come with Vicka, ran fright-
ened to his nearby home. But none of the young people
answered the beckoning of the image to come to her. In-
stead, they began to drift home one by one as a light mist
of rain began to fall. Once in the security of family and
friends, they excitedly related what they had seen. Word
spread like wildfire with reactions ranging from wonder-
ment to disbelief.

The following day, June 25, answering an inexplicable
urge within them to return to the spot where they had
first seen the “beautiful lady in the light,” six youngsters
scrambled up the side of the hill as the vision again beck-
oned to them. It was then conversation between the teens
and the image commenced, one that would continue daily
for years to come.

The four girls and two boys were immediately trans-
formed from ordinary peasant teenagers, to visionaries of
the Blessed Virgin Mary. Mirjana, Ivanka and Vicka were
joined by Marija Pavlovic, 16, Ivan Dragecevic, 17, and
little Jakov Colo, a cousin of Marija, who was only ten years
old.

As the children knelt in reverence before the vision
and felt the peace and love emanating from the light, they
gained enough courage to begin asking questions. She
smiled serenely and began to answer. She was the Blessed
Virgin Mary, and had come to tell them that “God exists
and He loves you.”

God had sent her to give this message of love to the
village—and to the world. It was a message not just for
Catholics, but for everyone. She would lead them in total
conversion to her Son, Jesus, by teaching them to pray, to
fast, and to do penance. Those who listened and obeyed
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would find true peace and happiness.
Word quickly spread throughout the region, and thou-

sands came to experience the phenomenon for themselves.
Claims of cures from illness and handicaps created even
larger crowds. Serb-dominated government authorities
became alarmed. Such huge gatherings meant only one
thing to them: the Croatians were planning insurrection
and overthrow of the government. Hatred between the
two ethnic groups had fomented over years from accusa-
tions and atrocities.

Local authorities in nearby Citluk sent for the six young
people and harshly interrogated them, having them ex-
amined by physicians and psychologists; they found noth-
ing wrong medically or mentally. Worse, family, friends,
and even the Franciscan priests  did not believe their story;
they were accused of lying, of being on drugs, of pulling a
great hoax. But the children stuck to their story.

The pastor of St. James Catholic Church in Medjugorje,
Franciscan priest Jozo Zovko, soon became convinced the
children were telling the truth; he would later spend a
year and a half in prison for defending their claims and
refusing the local government’s demands to bring the ap-
paritions to an end. And his bishop, who at first enthusi-
astically supported the claims of the visionary children,
soon bowed to the government threats of jail and became
the prime adversary of the apparitions.

The Croatian villagers, beset with endless skirmishes
with Serb authorities and the usual variety of generic so-
cial problems that plague every community, slowly began
to change. Workdays were cut short to attend church ser-
vices in the evening; long-running feuds between family
clans were settled; and, prayers followed by Mass soon
formed the foundation for the good fruits that would con-
vince millions from around the world to make the diffi-
cult pilgrimage to the village.
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This phenomenal event which has transformed mil-
lions of lives in the last thirteen years, continues as of this
writing. . . .
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Introduction:

The Mission

“God has chosen each one of you in order to use you in a great
plan for the salvation of mankind.”

1

On first learning about reported apparitions of the Blessed
Virgin Mary in the tiny village of Medjugorje, I was not
moved spiritually. Nor did I necessarily believe the story.
My faith at that time could best be described as lukewarm,
but there was interest; as owner and publisher of four
weekly newspapers, I was always looking for unique
human-interest stories. This qualified.

Personal involvement began as I reviewed a video tape
that contained an actual encounter of the six children claim-
ing to see the Virgin Mary. I was stunned with what I was
seeing. Then, something happened; like the six teenagers,
I suddenly felt the Virgin Mary speaking directly to me.

There was no doubt in my heart—or in my mind. It
was as if the entire message was placed in my heart all at
once as she said to me: “You are my son, and I am asking you
to do my Son’s will. I ask you to write about these events, and if
you chose, you will no longer be in the work you are in; the
spreading of the messages will become your life mission.”
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I was being asked to give up everything, including my
businesses and career as a newspaper journalist. In place
of this, the mother of Jesus was inviting me to become an
evangelist of the messages she was giving to the world
through these children at Medjugorje.

But how? As a Protestant, I knew little about Mary.
And nothing about apparitions. In truth I didn’t even know
how to pray beyond memorized words.

I was certainly not a “good Christian,” sporadic in
church attendance and having gone through a horrible
divorce from a marriage that included four children. Even
though I had remarried, my second wife Terri and I had
stayed away from all churches for more than seven years
because of my anger at God over the divorce. Only re-
cently had I returned to my family’s Lutheran faith, mainly
at the insistence of Terri, so that our two-year-old son
Kennedy could be baptized. Even then, I went more in the
interest of aiding our businesses through social and busi-
ness contacts. It had little to do with spiritual conviction.

But I knew beyond doubt that the Virgin Mary had
spoken to me. I began to study furiously; to learn every-
thing I could about the Virgin Mary and apparitions. I
also learned to pray, truly pray with my heart. Six months
later, we sold our newspapers leaving us with only a print-
ing company and four employees. It freed me to fulfill
what the Madonna was asking. On May 1, 1986, I arrived
in Medjugorje for the first of many trips.

 In the weeks after receiving this personal, mystical
call I wrote a series of articles about the apparitions. Pub-
lished in newspaper tabloid form, they were later reprinted
in dozens of languages, and distributed around the world
at the astounding number of more than 50 million copies.

Business interests were soon replaced with a year-round
schedule of travel to give talks about this modern-day
miracle. Reaction to the story as well as the storyteller
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was the same: People were fascinated that a Lutheran Prot-
estant would take up a mission to spread the story of these
apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Later, I wrote two books about the apparitions and my
personal conversion story. The first, Medjugorje: The Mes-
sage, continues to be the largest-selling book on the phe-
nomena; the second, Letters From Medjugorje, details
personal conversion experiences through encounters and
letters from thousands of people from all over the world.

This book chronicles the unique mission given in a
miraculous way to this lukewarm Protestant that would
deeply touch people of all faiths; it is testimony of a soul
transformed by the love and peace of the Madonna’s mes-
sages; and, it is discovery of the wonderful spiritual truths
of Christianity through the Roman Catholic Church.

Included is an update of the apparitions and the ef-
fects on the people involved, including the horrific war of
invasion by Serbia into the former Yugoslavia republics of
Croatia and Bosnia-Hercegovina, which began in 1991.
The war, which continues as of this writing, threatened to
curtail the opportunity for others to find the peace and
conversion which has occurred through Mary’s daily vis-
its to Medjugorje. But it has failed; people continue to go.

Through these pages that tell of the travels, the
miracles, the outreach to souls of every belief and
non-belief, the holy messenger at tiny Medjugorje confirms
repeatedly her call to this son to do her Son’s will. It is
hoped that through these pages, each reader will hear
clearly that same loving call.
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