
The Menagerie 

at the Manger
Children's Christmas Pageant

P H Y L L I S VO S W E Z E M A N & A N N A L.  L I ECH T Y

 The Pastoral CenterSA
M

PLE
 - 

D
O

 N
O

T 
R

EPR
O

D
U

C
E



Copyright © 2021 Phyllis Vos Wezeman and Anna L. Liechty. All rights reserved. Published by The Pastoral Center / 
PastoralCenter.com. You are allowed to share and make unlimited copies of this document for use within the parish or 
school community that licensed it. If you serve more than one community, each should purchase its own license. You 
may not post this document to any web site (without explicit permission to do so). Thank you for cooperating with our 
honor system regarding our eResource licenses.

The Scripture passages contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1989, by 
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in the U.S.A. All rights reserved. 
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... who lovingly cares for our menagerie whenever we're away. A.L.L.
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... who has a special place in our family and in our hearts. P.V.W.
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for permission to adapt the outline script for "The Menagerie at the Manger," 

first published in Church Season, Volume 1 Supplement, Number 1, July, 1996, into a book.
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5THE MENAGERIE AT THE MANGER ■ CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

Foreword
Theme
The Menagerie at the Manger, a guidebook for 
a children's Christmas pageant, seeks to make 
the Christmas story come alive by imagining 
the animals that might have been present at 
Jesus’ birth. Using this broad theme, each 
animal brings a unique physical sense to the 
story at the stable—hearing, seeing, smelling, 
tasting, touching—which helps humans learn 
an Advent message: how to wait in hope, joy, 
love, and peace in order to live in God’s light. 
This thematic approach facilitates learning by 
connecting the known with the unknown, the 
tangible with the intangible. The Menagerie 
at the Manger invites participants to connect 
the physical experience with a spiritual one, to 
learn by celebrating a familiar story that builds 
and unfolds in a new way.

Structure
This work is organized into three sections to 
help churches and schools—as well as groups 
and families—prepare for a presentation of 
"The Menagerie at the Manger," a unique 
Christmas program celebrating the birth of 
Jesus, our Savior.

The three segments are:
 ▶  Plan the Program
 ▶  Prepare the Parts
 ▶  Present the Pageant

Plan the Program contains an overview of 
each component of the production. Beginning 
with a theme statement and a short summary, 
the Plan chapter contains an overview of 
cast, personnel, costumes, props, equipment, 
music, and setting. It includes a basic timetable 
to guide the process as well as suggestions 
for rehearsals. Charts listing themes and age 

groups as well as cast, costumes, equipment, 
and props provide "At-a-Glance" checklists to 
guide preparation.

Prepare the Parts details activities for 
each age/grade involved in "Menagerie." 
Responsibilities for each group are organized 
into Activity, Before the Pageant, and During 
the Pageant. Instructions for preparation of 
costumes, props, and scenarios are detailed for 
each category of participants, too. This section 
includes music for the anthems and the theme 
song. It also contains resource sheets with 
reproducible outlines for the animals used in 
the program. 

Present the Pageant provides a complete, 
detailed script as well as an outline for a 
bulletin/program for the celebration. Charts 
in this section offer an "At-a-Glance" reference 
for each scene of the show, as well as the 
introduction and conclusion of the pageant.

Resources
Although the program "The Menagerie at the 
Manger" is intended to correlate with the use 
of the resource Critters around the Creche: 
Sensing the Seasons of Advent, Christmas 
& Epiphany in classroom lessons, family 
activities, and worship services, it can easily be 
produced as a stand-alone pageant.

The other two resources in this series are:

 ▶ Critters around the Creche: Sensing the 
Seasons of Advent, Christmas & Epiphany. 
Wezeman, Phyllis Vos and Anna L. Liechty. 
Alameda, CA: The Pastoral Center, 2021. 
Focusing on the theme of the animals that 
might have been present at the time of Jesus 
birth, resources for use in educational, 
liturgical, and home settings are developed 
to help participants hear love, smell hope, SA
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6 THE MENAGERIE AT THE MANGER ■ CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

taste peace, touch joy, see light, and follow 
faith.

 ▶ Sensing the Seasons: Learning Centers for 
the Church Year. Wezeman, Phyllis Vos 
and Anna L. Liechty. Alameda, CA: The 

Pastoral Center, 2020. Each chapter in this 
book explores a season of the church year—
Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, 
Pentecost, and Ordinary Time—through 
five learning centers based on the senses—
sight, smell, sound, taste, and touch.
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Plan the Program
Preparing Your Approach
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8 THE MENAGERIE AT THE MANGER ■ CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

Introduction
Theme
Christmas is a time to experience God's 
message of love with all of our senses.

Summary
In this unique pageant, five animals that could 
have been with Baby Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
during the first Christmas represent the five 
senses, challenging us to have a "sense-able" 
Christmas. In five scenes, the donkey invites 
us to hear love, the dog to smell hope, the dove 
to taste peace, the cow to touch joy, and the 
sheep to see light. This fresh approach to the 
familiar story appeals to children, youth, and 
adults with its down-to-earth message from 
the menagerie at the manger.

Suggestions
The pageant, which can be staged in an 
assembly or worship setting, involves minimal 
preparation yet imparts maximum impact 
in terms of faith formation and life lessons. 
Suggestions are offered for key components 
including: Cast, Personnel, Costumes, 
Equipment, Props, Music, and Staging. A 
timetable is provided as a guide for planning 
and presenting the program. Options and 
enhancements are offered as well.

During the planning process, refer to the 
At-a-Glance charts in this section for Age/
Grade group suggestions and Cast, Costume, 
Equipment, and Prop options as a guide while 
making decisions, delegating responsibilities, 
and coordinating details.
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Themes At a Glance
Pageant Theme Scripture Sense Animal

Gather to 
Celebrate

Introduction/Preparation for 
Program

- - -

Tell the Story:  
Scene One

The Christmas Story Begins:  
Hear Love

Luke 2:1-5 Sound Donkey

Tell the Story:  
Scene Two

All Is Now Ready: 
Smell Hope

Luke 2:6-7 Smell Dog

Tell the Story:  
Scene Three

The Angel's Announcement: 
Taste Peace

Luke 2:8-14 Taste Dove

Tell the Story:  
Scene Four

The Stable Is Crowded: 
Touch Joy

Luke 2:15-16 Touch Cow

Tell the Story:  
Scene Five

The Baby Is Jesus: 
See Light

Luke 2:17-20 Sight Lamb

Share the Message Conclusion John 1:1-5 - -
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10 THE MENAGERIE AT THE MANGER ■ CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

Age/Grade Groups
We suggest that children and youth of different 
ages and grades, including middle and high 
school youth, have a specific part in preparing 
and presenting this program. For example:

Kindergarten and Grade One

 ▶ Scene One: Hear Love! The Donkey
 ▶ Sound Symphony

Grade Two

 ▶ Scene Two: Smell Hope! The Dog
 ▶ Clown and Puppet Skit

Grade Three

 ▶ Scene Three: Taste Peace! The Dove
 ▶ Creative Movement/Mime

Grade Four

 ▶ Scene Four: Touch Joy! The Cow
 ▶ "Name That Touch" Game Show

Grade Five, Middle School, High School

 ▶ Animal Creators
 ▶ Candle Lighters
 ▶ Gift Box Makers and Openers
 ▶ Scripture Readers
 ▶ Speakers

All groups, Kindergarten through High 
School, sing in the choir and participate in 
the closing nativity scene. If younger children, 
such as Nursery and Pre-School aged boys and 
girls are included in the program, they may 
sing in the Choir and participate in the closing 
tableau as well.

SA
M

PLE
 - 

D
O

 N
O

T 
R

EPR
O

D
U

C
E
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Cast
Character Intro Scene 

One
Scene 
Two

Scene 
Three

Scene 
Four

Scene 
Five

Con-
clusion

Candle Lighters 
(Grade 5 and up)

Angel ✔

Joseph ✔

Mary ✔

Shepherd ✔

Wise One ✔

Choir (all participants) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Clown ✔

Conductor ✔

Dogs (Grade Two) ✔

Emcee ✔

Gift Openers [5] ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Mimes (Grade Three) ✔

"Name That Touch" Game Participants 
(Grade Four)

✔

Nativity Scene Members (All Participants) ✔

Scripture Readers [6] ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Shepherd ✔

Sound Symphony Performers 
(Kindergarten and Grade One)

✔

Speakers [6] ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Where grade level is not noted, we recommend filling the role with an adult, middle school youth, 
or high school youth. Although one Scripture Reader per passage and one Speaker per scene is 
suggested, speaking parts may be further broken down to allow for more than one participant per 
reading. For example, the Scripture could be shared responsively between two readers or verses 
may be assigned to members of a class. The Speaker sections could have different people read each 
paragraph in each scene. Four costumed characters—Angel, Joseph, Mary, and Shepherd—should 
be designated to light each of the four Advent candles, one at the conclusion of each of the first four 
scenes. Another costumed participant, a Wise One, is assigned to light the Christ candle in the center 
of the wreath at the end of Scene Five.SA
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12 THE MENAGERIE AT THE MANGER ■ CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

Cast Details

Pageant Participant Costume Equipment/Prop Scene

Candle Lighter: 
Angel

Grade Five, 
Middle/High 
School Youth

 ▶ Robe, white
 ▶ Garland or tinsel for halo
 ▶ Shoes, gold or silver
 ▶ Wings

 ▶ Advent wreath
 ▶ Candle, 3rd 
Advent

 ▶ Candle lighter

3

Candle Lighter: 
Joseph

 ▶ Robe, biblical
 ▶ Covering for head
 ▶ Sandals
 ▶ Staff

 ▶ Advent wreath
 ▶ Candle, 1st 
Advent

 ▶ Candle lighter

1

Candle Lighter: 
Mary

 ▶ Robe, blue & white
 ▶ Head covering
 ▶ Sandals or blue or white 
soft shoes

 ▶ Advent wreath
 ▶ Candle, 4th 
Advent

 ▶ Candle lighter

4

Candle Lighter: 
Shepherd

 ▶ Robe, rustic
 ▶ Head covering
 ▶ Sandals
 ▶ Staff

 ▶ Advent wreath
 ▶ Candle, 2nd 
Advent

 ▶ Candle lighter

2

Candle Lighter: 
Wise One

 ▶ Robe, colorful & regal
 ▶ Crown or turban
 ▶ Shoes, colorful

 ▶ Advent wreath
 ▶ Candle, Christ
 ▶ Candle lighter

5

Choir (all 
participants)

All ages  ▶ Clothing/costume for 
pageant

 ▶ Instruments
 ▶ Music
 ▶ Music stands

All

Clown Adult, 
Middle/High 
School Youth

 ▶ Clown costume with bag 
or pocket(s)

 ▶ Clown make up
 ▶ Wig

 ▶ Food objects 
(artificial)

 ▶ Bread
 ▶ Cookies
 ▶ Hot chocolate
 ▶ Turkey leg

2

Conductor Adult, 
Middle/High 
School Youth

 ▶ Suit or tuxedo
 ▶ Wig

 ▶ Baton
 ▶ Music stand
 ▶ Table
 ▶ Toys

1
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Pageant Participant Costume Equipment/Prop Scene

Dogs Grade Two 
Children

 ▶ Body puppets or black, 
brown, tan & white fleece 
pants/tops with dog-ear 
headbands & rubber 
animal noses

2

Emcee Adult, 
Middle/High 
School Youth

 ▶ Sport coat, jazzy 4

Gift Openers [5] Adult, 
Middle/High 
School Youth

 ▶ Robe, biblical
 ▶ Head covering
 ▶ Sandals

 ▶ Cow in gift box
 ▶ Dog in gift box
 ▶ Donkey in gift 
box

 ▶ Dove in gift box
 ▶ Lamb in gift box

1-5

Mimes Grade Three 
Children

 ▶ Black pants/tops  ▶ Equipment to 
play music

 ▶ Posters of sweet 
treats

 ▶ Recording of 
"Dance of the 
Sugar Plum 
Fairy"

3

"Name That 
Touch" Game 
Participants

Grade Four 
Children 

 ▶ Glitzy Christmas sweaters 
and colorful pants or 
skirts

 ▶ Chairs
 ▶ Touch boxes [3]

4

Nativity Scene 
Members (all 
participants) 

All ages  ▶ Clothing/costumes for 
pageant

 ▶ Baby doll
 ▶ Manger with 
straw

Share

Scripture Readers 
[6]

Adult, 
Middle/High 
School Youth

 ▶ Robe, biblical
 ▶ Head covering
 ▶ Sandals

or
 ▶ Pageant t-shirts

or
 ▶ Regular clothing

 ▶ Bible or Script 1-5, 
Share
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Pageant Participant Costume Equipment/Prop Scene

Shepherd Adult, 
Middle/High 
School Youth

 ▶ Robe, biblical
 ▶ Head covering
 ▶ Sandals
 ▶ Staff

 ▶ Turkey leg 
(artificial)

2

Sound Symphony 
Performers

Kindergarten 
& Grade One 
Children

 ▶ Choir stole over clothing  ▶ Table
 ▶ Toys

1

Speakers [6] Adult, 
Middle/High 
School Youth

 ▶ Robe, biblical
 ▶ Head covering
 ▶ Sandals

or
 ▶ Pageant t-shirts

or
 ▶ Regular clothing

 ▶ Script 1-5, 
Share
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Personnel
 ▶ Accompanist: Plays guitar, a solo 
instrument, keyboard, piano, or organ 
for anthems by Choir and carols by 
congregation

 ▶  Choir Director: Conducts the Choir of 
pageant participants

 ▶  Committee/Task Force Members
 ▶ Costumes: Organizes costumes for 
characters in program

 ▶ Hospitality: Arranges greeters and ushers 
for pageant and refreshments during 
rehearsal and after program

 ▶ Props: Prepares props for all scenes of 
program

 ▶ Publicity: Develops and distributes 
information on event

 ▶  Instrumentalists: Accompanies singing 
of anthems by Choir and carols by 

congregation 
 ▶  Lighting Coordinator: Oversees lighting 
during presentation

 ▶  Pageant Director: Coordinates all aspects 
of pageant

 ▶  Sound Technician: Runs sound during 
rehearsal and event and plays recording 
during Scene Three: Taste Peace

 ▶ Teachers (Kindergarten-High School): 
Works with specific age/grade group of 
children and/or youth to prepare, practice, 
and present their part of pageant 

 ▶ Worship Leader: Leads Call to Worship, 
offers prayer, tells children's story, and 
pronounces benediction
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16 THE MENAGERIE AT THE MANGER ■ CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

Costumes
Costumes for each participant should help to 
project the image of each character. 

 ▶  Candle Lighters
 ▶ Angel: White robe; Garland or tinsel 
halo; Gold or silver shoes; Wings 

 ▶ Joseph: Biblical robe; Covering for head; 
Sandals; Staff 

 ▶ Mary: Blue and white robe; Covering for 
head; Sandals

 ▶ Shepherd: Biblical robe; Covering for 
head; Sandals; Staff 

 ▶ Wise One: Colorful, regal robe; Crown or 
turban for head; Colorful shoes 

 ▶  Choir (All Participants): Clothing/costume 
for pageant 

 ▶ Clown: Clown costume with bag or pockets; 
Clown make up; Wig 

 ▶  Conductor: Suit or tuxedo; Wig 
 ▶ Dogs (Grade Two): Body puppets or black, 
brown, tan, and white fleece pants and tops;  

Felt dog ears attached to head band; Rubber 
animal noses

 ▶ Emcee: Jazzy sport coat
 ▶ Gift Openers [5]: Biblical robe; Head 
covering; Sandals 

 ▶ Mimes (Grade Three): Black pants and top 
 ▶ "Name That Touch" Game Participants: 
Grade Four - Glitzy Christmas sweaters and  
colorful pants or skirts

 ▶  Nativity Scene Members (All Participants): 
Clothing/costumes for pageant

 ▶  Scripture Readers [6]: Biblical robe; Head 
covering; Sandals; or Pageant t-shirt or  
regular clothing 

 ▶  Shepherd: Biblical robe; Head covering; 
Sandals; Staff 

 ▶  Sound Symphony Performers (Kindergarten 
and Grade One): Choir stole over clothing

 ▶  Speakers [6]: Biblical robe; Head covering; 
Sandals; or Pageant t-shirt or regular 
clothing
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Options
While "The Menagerie at the Manger" is based 
on a unique theme involving both animals at 
the manger and the five senses that highlight 
parts of the story, it is outlined in this resource 
as a traditional Christmas pageant. Of course, 
there are countless alternatives, options, and 
enhancements to make it unique in each 
church or school setting such as:

Church
Stage Scenes One through Five, film them, 
and show the videos between the opening  
and closing segments of the pageant so the 
participants can view the story from the 
audience rather than on the stage.

Organize a Family Advent Festival and create 
the animal figures, costumes, and props  
for the pageant in this way.

Home
Invite different families to create and film a 
scene for the pageant and put them online for 
others to view.

Provide a simple script, with a few points for 
each of the five scenes, and challenge families 
to spend a morning, afternoon, or evening 
doing their own program.

Outdoor
Hold the pageant outdoors with as many live 
animals as possible in the set.

Take a field trip to a farm, hold the pageant 
in this location—with permission—and 
photograph the scenes to share with those who 
could not attend.
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Prepare the Parts
Advent Activities
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30 THE MENAGERIE AT THE MANGER ■ CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

Overview
In preparation for the pageant, use the 
suggested activities to help each class get ready 
for their specific part in the program.

Each age, or grade, is included in the Choir. 
Hold rehearsals, during portions of three 
weeks of class time, to learn the two anthems 
and the theme song.

In addition to the music, various grades or 
ages have specific parts in each scene of the 
program. For Kindergarten through Grade 
Four, it should take at least three weeks to 
prepare the parts, and the props, and to help 
the students gain confidence to do their best in 
their scene. Since Grade Five—together with 
Middle School and High School students—

have speaking parts, plan on a few weeks to 
practice the narratives and the passages.

Additional resources, such as music for 
the songs and patterns for the animals, are 
included at the end of this section. Critters 
around the Creche: Sensing the Seasons of 
Advent, Christmas & Epiphany, a companion 
piece to this book, contains many more 
activities to enhance the preparation for and 
the presentation of "The Menagerie at the 
Manger."
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Pre-K through 
High School

In preparation for the pageant, use the 
suggested activities to help each class get ready 
for their specific part in the program.

Activity: Music
Children and Youth, Pre-Kindergarten 
through High School, form the Choir for 
the pageant. They sing two anthems, "Sweet 
Little Jesus Boy" and "The Friendly Beasts." 
In addition, the Choir sings a verse and the 
chorus of the theme song, "Light the Advent 
Candles" to the tune "Go, Tell It on the 
Mountain" at the conclusion of each of the five 
scenes of the program.

Before the Pageant
Prepare the two anthems:

 ▶ "Sweet Little Jesus Boy"
 ▶ "The Friendly Beasts"

Practice the five verses and the chorus of the 
theme song:

 ▶ "Light the Advent Candles"

Teach the carols that will be sung by the 
congregation. These include:

 ▶ "Away in a Manger"
 ▶ "Good Christian Friends, Rejoice"
 ▶ "Joy to the World"
 ▶ "O Come, All Ye Faithful"

During the Pageant
Sing the musical selections as part of the 
pageant.

Gather to Celebrate (Introduction)

 ▶ "Sweet Little Jesus Boy"

Scene One: Hear Love

 ▶ "Light the Advent Candles" (Verse One and 
Chorus)

Scene Two: Smell Hope

 ▶ "Light the Advent Candles" (Verse Two and 
Chorus)

Scene Three: Taste Peace

 ▶ "Light the Advent Candles" (Verse Three 
and Chorus)

Scene Four: Touch Joy

 ▶ "Light the Advent Candles" (Verse Four and 
Chorus)

Scene Five: See Light

 ▶ "Light the Christmas Candle" (Verse Five 
and Chorus)
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Kindergarten/Grade One
Activity: Sound Symphony
Kindergarten and Grade One children create a 
Sound Symphony of "noisy" toys during  
Scene One: Hear Love.  

Before the Pageant
Invite each participant to bring a toy that 
makes noise for use in the pageant or gather 
them from the nursery or from members of 
the congregation. Be sure the toys, especially 
battery-operated ones, are in working order to 
use during the presentation.

Practice the scene with the Conductor. 

During the Pageant 

Scene One: Hear Love  
Place the toys on a table and assemble the 
children behind the display. The Conductor 
walks to a music stand placed in front of the 
table, picks up a baton, and begins to direct 
the orchestra. At the Conductor’s signal, all 
participants pick up their instruments—one 
toy per person—and wait for the Conductor’s 
cue to play. Each person, in turn, begins to 
make the music by turning on the power 
button on the toy, if necessary, or by providing 
the motion to make the desired noise. At first 
each sound is distinct, but as more toys and 
objects are performed the clatter increases. 
Finally, the Conductor signals the players to 
stop. Players should move their instruments 
to an "at rest" position, placing them on 
their chests or holding them at their sides to 
indicate the end of the performance. Everyone 
takes a bow and remains in place.
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Animal Patterns
Donkey (Scene One: Hear Love)
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Present the Pageant
Script
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Gather to Celebrate
(Introduction)

Prelude Accompanist, Children, and Youth

Instrumental and vocal Christmas music performed by children and youth.

Processional Hymn Accompanist, Congregation, Participants, and Worship Leader

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

During the processional hymn, all participants in the pageant enter and take their places in 
designated areas on the stage or in reserved seats in the audience. One person carries the 
manger and five others bring each of the gift boxes to the center of the performance space and 
then return to sit with their group. The worship leader goes to the podium.

Call to Worship Worship Leader

Leader reads Part “One” and Congregation and Participants respond with phrases marked “All.”

 One: God invites us here to celebrate the gift of new life, not only the birth of Jesus, 
but the re-birth of our faith.

 All: Although God's presence is beyond our comprehension, we can sense God-with-
us in the sights, smells, sounds, tastes, and touches of this season.

 One: Let the reality of God's love surround us as we worship in the name of Christ, the 
Holy One of God.

Carol Accompanist, Congregation, and Participants

"Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!"

Prayer Worship Leader

God of all creation, quicken our weary hearts by your Holy Spirit. Sensitize us to your presence, 
and give us the power to celebrate with all the host of heaven the glorious news that Christ 
is born! Grant us, we pray, a humble faith ready to receive Jesus' re-birth in our lives today. 
Amen.

Anthem Accompanist, Choir, and Choir Director

Choir enters or stands to sing.

"Sweet Little Jesus Boy"

Choir exits or sits after song.
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Scene One
The Christmas Story Begins • Hear Love! • The Donkey 

Sound Symphony • Kindergarten and Grade One

Candle Lighter (Joseph), Gift Opener, Scripture Reader, and Speaker(s) for Scene One enter.

Scripture (Luke 2:1-5) Scripture Reader

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went 
to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child.

Hear Speaker

Can you hear the sound of Christmas love? Does it sound like money clinking in cash 
registers? Does it sound like battery-powered chimes repeating twenty-five different Christmas 
carols? Or, does it sound like holiday toys? Christmas can be noisy—so noisy that we don't 
hear God's still small voice. To emphasize this point, I introduce to you a distinguished 
conductor, the Maestro of Christmas Clatter, who will perform with the world famous Sound 
Symphony!

Sound Symphony Conductor, Kindergarten, and Grade One

Conductor, Kindergarten, and Grade One enter.

Kindergarten and First Grade children assemble behind a table filled with a variety of noisy toys. 
The Conductor walks to a music stand, picks up a baton, and begins to direct the orchestra. 
At the Conductor’s signal, all participants pick up their instruments—one toy per person—and 
wait for the Conductor’s cue to play. Each person, in turn, begins to make the music by turning 
on the power button on the toy or by providing the motion to make the desired sound. At first 
each sound is distinct, but as more toys and objects are performed the clatter increases. Finally, 
the Conductor signals the players to stop. Players position their instruments on their chest or at 
their side to indicate the end of the performance. Everyone takes a bow and remains in place 
until they join the Choir for the song.

Love Speaker

At Christmas we need to listen for something more than the usual clatter. We need to hear 
God’s still, small voice. If we want to hear the sound of Christmas love, we must choose to 
listen for the voice of God. At the manger of Bethlehem, one animal stands as a reminder to 
turn our ears toward God.

Gift Box - The Donkey Gift Opener 

Participant opens the package and places the donkey at the manger display.SA
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The Donkey Speaker

The donkey reminds us to train our ears to listen for the voice of the one we can trust. Just 
as the tone of Father Joseph’s reassuring words quieted the little donkey as he was led to 
Bethlehem, so God’s message in Jesus can bring us peace as we travel through life. Our ears 
must strain to hear—not the noise and problems around us—but the soothing sound of a 
loving voice. Do not fear. Follow me. All is well. Are you listening?

Carol Accompanist, Choir, and Choir Director

Choir stands to sing. Conductor, Kindergarten, and Grade One as well as Gift Opener, Scripture 
Reader, and Speaker(s) join the Choir.

“Light the Advent Candles” (Verse One and Chorus)

Tune: “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

Verse

The donkey starts our journey 
to Bethlehem to hear 
the news the people long for 
that Christ is drawing near.

Chorus

Light the Advent candles! 
Let them burn brightly far and near! 
Sending out their message 
that Jesus will soon be here!

Lighting the First Advent Candle Candle Lighter - Joseph

Participant dressed as Joseph lights the first Advent candle during the singing and then stands 
with the Choir.

Choir sits after the chorus.
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Scene Two
All Is Now Ready • Smell Hope! • The Dog 

Clown and Puppet Skit • Grade Two

Candle Lighter (Shepherd), Gift Opener, Scripture Reader, and Speaker(s) for Scene Two enter.

Scripture (Luke 2:6-7) Scripture Reader

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn.

Smell Speaker

 Speaker: Don’t you just love the smells of Christmas? Why, we have a special guest to help 
us sniff “out” these wonderful scents!

Clown enters and joins Speaker.

 Speaker: Welcome Schnozz. I understand that your nose knows smells!

Clown looks around nervously.

 Clown: Hello, Folks! Glad to “nose” ya! Please forgive me, but I’m a little nervous. I think 
something’s gotten wind of me!

 Speaker: We were just discussing the joy of Christmas scents. With your super powerful 
nose, Schnozz, tell us what you smell this Christmas.

Clown takes a big sniff and begins to pull props from his bag or pockets.

 Clown: Hmmm … let’s see. I catch the scent of fresh-baked bread, spicy cinnamon 
cookies, steaming hot chocolate, and a big Christmas turkey!

Clown pulls out a turkey drumstick.

 Clown: But wait … I think I smell something else … dogs!

Second Graders appear wearing dog body puppets or costumes. They chase the clown off the 
stage. After the commotion, a Shepherd runs in.

 Shepherd: Wait! Wait! Those are my dogs! They have to help me tend the sheep! Come 
back!

Shepherd runs after the dogs calling for them; then he stops with an “idea!” He pulls out an 
even larger turkey leg. Suddenly the dogs reappear and happily follow the Shepherd out the 
way they came in.

Hope Speaker

The Shepherd’s dogs know what it means to catch the scent of something better! That’s what 
we need to do, too. To truly enjoy the experience of Christmas, we must try to catch the scent 
of God’s special gift—the gift of hope. Surely when the Shepherds came to the manger of SA
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Bethlehem, at least one of their faithful canine companions would have followed the scent of 
new hope in the air.

Gift Box - The Dog Gift Opener

Participant opens the package and places the dog at the manger display.

The Dog Speaker

The Shepherd’s faithful dog reminds us to follow the scent of hope this Christmas. Can’t you 
imagine that before the Shepherds in the field heard any angel voice, the dog already knew that 
something was in the air? And, when they left for Bethlehem to search for the newborn Babe, 
don’t you think the dog led the way, letting the scent of manger hay guide each step? We, too, 
must lift our heads and follow the fragrance that leads us to God. The fragrance is hope—hope 
that rests in the manger hay. Do you catch the scent?

Carol Accompanist, Choir, and Choir Director

Choir stands to sing. Gift Opener, Scripture Reader, and Speaker(s) join the Choir.

“Light the Advent Candles” (Verse Two and Chorus)

Tune: “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

Verse

The dog can sense the fragrance 
of hope that’s in the air. 
Expectantly awaiting 
God’s Christmas joy to share.

Chorus

Light the Advent candles! 
Let them burn brightly far and near! 
Sending out their message 
that Jesus will soon be here. 

Lighting the Second Advent Candle Candle Lighter - Shepherd

Participant dressed as Shepherd lights the second Advent candle during the singing and then 
stands with the Choir.

Choir sits after the chorus.
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