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5Puppets, Passages & Projects

OVERVIEW
What do plastic bottles, paper bags, 
aluminum cans, cardboard egg cartons, 
and daily newspapers have in common? 
They are all throw-away objects, recyclable 
items, environmental concerns, and puppet 
materials. But what do these things have to 
do with Old Testament heroes and heroines, 
New Testament subjects and stories, and 
Christian themes and topics? That's what this 
book is about!

Puppets, Passages & Projects: 25 Ways 
to Tell Bible Stories encourages care and 
concern for God's creation by emphasizing 
the use of re-usable materials for puppetry 
projects. It contains 25 learning experiences 
designed to help people of all ages—but 
especially children—discover and develop 
ways to use the puppetry activities to learn 
Old Testament and New Testament scripture 
stories.

This resource is structured in an easy to 
use format. Each of the 25 learning activities 
contains the following information:

Purpose

Defines the purpose of the project.

Passage

Lists a scripture story to be used with the 
puppet project and provides a summary of 
the passage.

Puppet

Names the type of puppet that will be made.

Preparation

Lists the low-cost or no-cost supplies 
required for the project.

It is important to note that the materials 
needed for the activities should be recycled 
from other products and projects. Wash 
paper cups, plastic spoons, and laundry 
detergent bottles and turn them into 
puppets. Find kitchen utensils, socks, and 
gloves that no longer serve as intended and 
create new uses for them.

Discover Styrofoam balls, yarn, fabric, and 
trims in supply closets and scrap cartons and 
turn them into puppet-making materials. Be 
sure to use things that are available rather 
than buying new items for puppet making 
purposes.
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6 Puppets, Passages & Projects

Procedure

Provides step-by-step directions for 
constructing the puppet.

Project

Offers one idea on how to use the puppet to 
share the scripture story. Many additional 
projects are possible.

The book is designed to be used by:

 ▶ Children
 ▶ Teachers in church school classes, as 
well as in public, private, and parochial 
settings.

 ▶ Parents
 ▶ Pastors, priests, and laypersons, especially 
for children's messages.

 ▶ Leaders of children's clubs, day care 
centers, youth groups, and vacation Bible 
school programs.

Puppets, Passages & Projects: 25 Ways to 
Tell Bible Stories is intended to supplement 
existing curriculum. It may also be used for a 
special puppetry or storytelling emphasis.
May all who use this book become 
responsible for God's world as they respond 
to God's Word!
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7Puppets, Passages & Projects

INTRODUCTION TO PUPPETRY

What?

What is a puppet? Any inanimate shape or 
form given some identity and moved by 
a person before an audience to convey an 
idea or message can be considered a puppet. 
Puppetry is the art of bringing an inanimate 
object to "life" and communicating a 
thought, theme, or topic with it.

Puppets are categorized on the basis of 
how they move. Generally speaking, puppets 
are operated by a person's fingers, hands, or 
body, or by strings or rods. Six basic styles of 
puppets are:

Body

A type of puppet worn on the body of the 
operator and worked by the movement of 
the wearer.

Finger

A puppet style worn on a person's finger(s) 
or on the fingers of a glove worn on the 
puppeteer's hand. Movement is achieved 
when individual fingers are moved to 
indicate action. 

Hand

Possibly the most common type of puppet, 
this style is worn on a person's hand, much 
like a glove or a mitten, and operated by 
the movement of the fingers, hand, wrist, 
and arm. Hand puppets often have movable 
mouths which are worked by inserting four 
fingers into the top of the head and the 
thumb into the bottom of the mouth.

Marionette

Worked on strings which are attached to 
various parts of the puppet's body and to a 
control bar operated by the puppeteer.

Rod

A central rod in the body of the puppet 
forms the basis for construction and 
manipulation. To work the puppet, the rod 
is held by the hand of an operator. Rods, 
worked by the other hand of the puppeteer, 
may also be attached to one or both hands 
or arms of the puppet to provide additional 
movement.
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8 Puppets, Passages & Projects

Shadow

Silhouettes, cut from paper or carved from 
wood, which are operated with rods form 
this distinctive puppet style. When this type 
of puppet is pressed against a screen with a 
light source behind it, a shadow projects to 
the audience.

Examples

Puppet styles used with the passages and 
projects in this book include:

Body

 ▶ Paper and plastic bag body puppet (Ten 
Lepers)

Finger

 ▶ Cardboard egg carton finger puppet 
(Creation)

Hand

 ▶ Can hand puppet (Adam & Eve)
 ▶ Cloth covered hand puppet (Daniel)
 ▶ Envelope hand puppet (Paul)
 ▶ Glove hand puppet (Moses)
 ▶ "Maggie Duff " newspaper hand puppet 
(Angels)

 ▶ Paper bag hand puppet (Feeding the Five 
Thousand)

 ▶ Paper or Styrofoam cup hand puppet 
(Rebekah)

 ▶ Sock hand puppet (Royal/Loyal; 
Christmas Story)

Marionette

 ▶ Paper bag marionette (Ezekiel)
 ▶ Plastic lid caterpillar marionette and 
plastic lid butterfly (Easter)

Rod

 ▶ Broom rod puppet (Lost Coin)
 ▶ Giant garbage bag rod puppet (Wise 

Ones)
 ▶ Paint brush rod puppet (Noah)
 ▶ Paper bag rod puppet (Unforgiving 
Servant)

 ▶ Paper mache balloon rod puppet 
(Pentecost)

 ▶ Paper plate rod puppet (Mary, Martha, 
and Lazarus)

 ▶ Paper rod puppet and mini puppet theater 
(Palm Sunday)

 ▶ Paper tube rod puppet (David and 
Goliath)

 ▶ Plastic laundry bottle rod puppet (Elisha)
 ▶ Plastic or wooden spoon rod puppet 
(Jacob and Esau)

 ▶ Pop-up rod puppet (Jonah)
 ▶ Styrofoam ball and plastic tub rod puppet 
(Ruth)

Shadow

 ▶ Poster board shadow puppets (Joseph)
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9Puppets, Passages & Projects

Why? 

Puppetry will provide the opportunity for 
participants to develop in the following 
areas:

Intellectual

The participant will develop problem solving 
skills, learn the use of new materials and 
enhance knowledge of scripture stories, 
as well as gain an appreciation of biblical 
themes and topics.

Physical

Puppet projects will encourage the 
development of both gross and fine motor 
skills and hand-eye coordination.

Social

The student will be encouraged to share with 
others and learn cooperation and teamwork 
by interacting in a group. He or she will also 
learn a sense of responsibility to a group.

Emotional

The young person will learn to express his 
or her feelings through involvement in the 
individual and group activities.

Perceptual

The learner will develop the use of color and 
shape and will foster greater skill in working 
in a three-dimensional medium.

Creative

The pupil will be encouraged to develop 
his or her imagination and learn diversity 
in the use of materials as well as in the 
development of finished products. 

Aesthetic

The youth will be encouraged to experience 
the teaching methods used—art, dance, 
drama, games, music, photography, 
storytelling, and writing—as works of art.

Spiritual

The participant will grow in an 
understanding of and an appreciation for 
God's gifts to each person individually and 
to the world.
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10 Puppets, Passages & Projects

When?

Throughout the ages puppetry has been 
used to educate, to entertain, to enlighten, 
and to enrich. From the time the earliest 
cave person projected shadows onto a wall 
or manipulated a clay figure, puppetry has 
been used as a form of communication. In 
Southeast Asia, shadow puppets dramatize 
religious epics. In Europe, priests introduced 
the marionette, "little Mary," to help people 
visualize Bible stories. In Africa, carved 
rod puppet figures transmit oral history. 
In North America, body as well as hand 
puppets portray characters on educational 
television. Puppetry has always been, and 
will always be, an important technique for 
teaching subjects and for telling stories.

Who?

Young or old, child or adult, female or male, 
rich or poor, educated or uneducated, able-
bodied or physically challenged, individual 
or group—everybody can make and use 
puppets!

Where?

Puppets can be used in worship, education, 
nurture, and outreach contexts in a 
congregation or parish.
Ideas include:

Worship

 ▶ Children's message
 ▶ Programs and pageants
 ▶ Sermon

Education

 ▶ Announcements
 ▶ Song sessions
 ▶ Storytelling

Nurture

 ▶ Intergenerational events
 ▶ Potluck suppers
 ▶ Talent shows

Outreach

 ▶ Community events
 ▶ Nursing home visits
 ▶ Work camps

In addition, puppets may be used in various 
ways in parochial, private, and public 
schools, in community organizations, and in 
homes.

How?

Using puppets may range from telling a story 
with the character in full view of the listeners 
to tackling a show that requires scripts, sets, 
props, lights, and sound. Puppets can be 
worked without a stage as well as with one. 
Ideas for simple stages are suggested in the 
resources section of this book.
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14 Puppets, Passages & Projects

NOAH

Purpose

To make a paint brush puppet and to use it 
to tell the story of Noah.

Passage

Genesis 6:9-9:17

Although Noah was a man who loved God 
very much, many people in Noah's time had 
stopped believing in God and had become 
very sinful. One bright, beautiful sunny 
day God told Noah to build a big boat, 
called an ark. Noah obeyed, even though 
his neighbors laughed at him because there 
was no rain. God instructed Noah to put 
his family and two of every kind of animal 
inside the ark. Once everyone boarded, God 
shut the door. Then the rains came. In fact, 
it rained for forty days and forty nights. God 
destroyed the earth with a flood, but Noah 
and his family were saved. They lived inside 
the boat for a long time. When dry land 
finally appeared, they got off the ark. Noah 
thanked God for saving them. God sent a 
rainbow as a promise that he would 
never again destroy the 
world with a flood.

Puppet

Paintbrush rod puppet

Preparation

Supplies

 ▶ Bible

 ▶  Brushes, paint
 ▶  Felt scraps
 ▶  Glue
 ▶  Plastic movable eyes
 ▶  Scissors

Procedure 

Pick out a used paintbrush, paste on a few 
trims, and produce an instant puppet.

Use the handle of the brush as the rod, 
the metal strip as the face, and the bristles 
as the hair. Glue plastic movable eyes to the 
face. Add felt scraps, such as a bow tie, to the 
handle to suggest a costume.

Project

Use puppet characters to help the learners 
brush up on the story of Noah. Play a game 
of "To Tell the Truth." 

Introduce three puppets whose operators 
have prepared their parts in advance. 
Invite the three to introduce themselves 
by saying "My name is Noah." After the 
introductions an emcee should read a brief 
biography of Noah. As questions are asked 
of the characters, one Noah puppet gives 
accurate answers, another provides semi-
correct responses, and the third player shares 
information which is obviously incorrect. 

Answers should be given in a random 
order. Conclude by asking the audience 
to vote for the "real" Noah and reveal the 
identity of the correct character.
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23Puppets, Passages & Projects

DAVID AND GOLIATH

Purpose

To make tube puppets to use to tell the story 
of David and Goliath.

Passage

1 Samuel 17

Although David was only a shepherd boy, he 
had been chosen by God to serve a special 
purpose. In fact, David had been anointed by 
Samuel to become the future king of Israel.
During a battle between the Israelites and 
the Philistines, David's father asked him to 
bring food to his brothers who were fighting 
in the conflict. When David arrived with the 
supplies, he discovered that a huge giant, 
named Goliath, was taunting the Israelite 
warriors to fight him. Everyone was afraid, 
and none of the Israelite soldiers would take 
on the challenge of confronting this nine-
foot-tall man. Assured of God's presence, 
David picked up five smooth stones. Using 
his slingshot, David hurled a stone at 
Goliath, knocked him out, and won the 
victory for the people of God.

Puppet

Paper tube rod puppet
 

Preparation

Supplies

 ▶ Bible
 ▶ Craft sticks or dowel rods
 ▶  Fabric scraps
 ▶  Felt
 ▶  Glue
 ▶  Paper tubes, 2 contrasting 
sizes

 ▶  Scissors
 ▶  Yarn or fake fur

Procedure 

Turn paper tubes, of any size, into puppets. 
Use a small tube, such as a toilet paper roll 
or a paper towel tube, to represent David, 
and a large tube, like a paper towel tube or a 
wrapping paper roll, to portray Goliath.

Form the puppet’s face by cutting a piece of 
felt and gluing it to the top one-third of the 
tube. Make facial features from felt scraps 
and glue them in place. Yarn or fake fur 
becomes hair and should be attached to the 
top of the tube.

Glue a piece of felt around the remainder 
of the tube to serve as the undergarment. 
Layers of fabric in contrasting or 
complementary colors can be added as 
overgarments.

Make arms from strips of cloth or felt and 
glue them to the sides of the tube.

Apply a craft stick to the inside back of the 
tube to serve as the rod by which the puppet 
is operated.

If felt is not available, use construction 
paper instead. The facial features may be SA
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24 Puppets, Passages & Projects

drawn. on with marker. Substitute tissue 
paper for fabric to form the outer garments.

Project 

Since the story of David and Goliath is 
familiar to people of all ages, use the tube 
puppets to improvise this Bible passage. To 
improvise means to compose and to perform 
without preparation. There is no specific 

script and no right or wrong way to tell the 
story. Ask for volunteers to play the roles of 
David and Goliath. If other characters, such 
as the Israelites or the Philistines have been 
made, recruit performers for these parts as 
well. Read or review the account found in 
1 Samuel 17 and instruct the puppeteers to 
portray the action, with or without words. 
Allow the participants to take turns playing 
various parts.
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46 Puppets, Passages & Projects

FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND

Purpose

To make and use paper bag puppets to 
share the story of The Feeding of the Five 
Thousand.

Passages

Matthew 14:13-21 / Mark 6:30-44 / 
Luke 9:10-17 / John 6:1-14

Nearly five thousand men, plus women and 
children, had gathered on a hillside on the 
Sea of Galilee to hear Jesus' teach. As evening 
approached, the disciples asked Jesus to send 
the people away to find food for their supper. 
Instead, Jesus instructed the disciples to 
feed the crowd. Andrew announced that the 
only provisions available were two fish and 
five barley loaves offered by a young boy! 
Jesus took the bread and fish, looked up to 
heaven, blessed the food, broke it, and gave it 
to the twelve to distribute to the thousands. 
Not only did the multitude eat until they 
were filled, but when the remaining pieces 
were gathered, there were twelve baskets of 
leftovers!

Puppet

Paper bag hand puppet

Preparation

Supplies

 ▶ Bags, paper lunch size
 ▶  Bible
 ▶  Crayons or markers

 ▶  Glue
 ▶  Paper, construction
 ▶  Scissors
 ▶  Trims

Procedure 

Paper lunch bags make great puppets. Begin 
by choosing one or more characters from the 
story of The Feeding of the Five Thousand to 
make for the project.

The bottom flap of the bag becomes the 
head of the puppet. Fold the flap flat against 
one side of the bag. Use markers or crayons 
to draw the facial features on the flap or cut 
the pieces out of construction paper and glue 
them in place. 

Decorate the body of the bag with paper 
pieces or marker. Add trims such as yarn for 
hair and rick-rack for costume details. 

To operate the character, insert one hand 
into the puppet. Place four fingers inside of 
the flap and the thumb into the bag. Move 
the fingers to make the puppet talk.

Project 

Use the paper bag puppets to tell the story 
and to announce the details of an upcoming 
food collection to feed hungry people 
locally, nationally, or internationally. Let the 
characters share information during Sunday 
School classes, youth or adult meetings, or 
worship services. Notify the participants 
of the date and place of the food drive, 
share data about the organization that will 
receive the goods, and indicate the types of 
items needed. After the puppets present the 
information verbally, incorporate them into 
a bulletin board display containg details of 
the project.SA
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52 Puppets, Passages & Projects

EASTER

Purpose

To make marionettes and to use them to tell 
the Easter story.

Passages

Matthew 28:1-10 / Mark 16:1-8 / 
Luke 24:1-12 / John 20:1-10

After Jesus died on the cross his friends took 
his body and placed it in a tomb, a cave-like 
burial plot. Although the entrance to the 
grave was covered with a large rock, and 
guarded by Roman soldiers, when Jesus' 
followers arrived on Sunday morning they 
found that the tomb was empty. An angel 
told them not to be afraid and asked why 
they were looking for the living among the 
dead: Jesus had arisen. Soon Jesus appeared 
to the women and the disciples, and they 
knew that he had conquered the power of 
death forever: Jesus was alive!

Puppet

Plastic lid caterpillar marionette and plastic 
lid butterfly

Preparation

Supplies

 ▶ Bible
 ▶  Copy machine or printer
 ▶  Fabric, stiff or heavy paper
 ▶  Felt
 ▶  Glue
 ▶  Lids, plastic from butter/margarine 

tubs, coffee cans, or whipped topping  
containers

 ▶  Paper, construction
 ▶  Paper for copy machine or printer
 ▶  Paper punch
 ▶  Pipe cleaners
 ▶  Pompons
 ▶  Resource Sheet: Music for "The Caterpillar 
Song"

 ▶  Scissors
 ▶  String or yarn
 ▶  Trims such as sequins or stickers
 ▶  Tubes, cardboard from paper towels - 2 
per person

Advance Preparation

 ▶ Punch three holes into one lid, as per 
illustration.

 ▶ Punch four holes into four lids, as per 
illustration. Use the first lid as a template,  
or pattern, so that the holes on all four lids 
are in exactly the same place.

 ▶ Cut yarn or string into:
 ▶ 6 x 4 1/2" lengths (to connect body)
 ▶ 2 x 6" lengths (to connect head to body)
 ▶ 2 x 40" lengths (for top strings)
 ▶ 1 x 20" length (for support-lid four).

Procedure 

Lace and tie the lids together. Connect all 
hole "As," using a six inch length of yarn to 
attach lid one, the head, to lid two, and four 
and one half inch lengths of yarn to join lids 
two, three, four, and five. Repeat the process 
for the "C" holes. Make sure the lids are an 
exact distance apart. When held upright, the SA
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53Puppets, Passages & Projects

head, lid one, should touch the top of the 
second lid, and the others should touch the 
center of the next lid.

Lace and tie one forty inch length of string 
from hole "B" on lid one, through a paper 
tube, to hole "B" on lid two. Repeat the 
process using lids three and five. Lace and 
tie the twenty inch length of yarn from hole 
"B" on lid four around the paper tube for 
support.

Attach pipe cleaners to the head to form 
antenna. Glue pompons to them. Fasten two 
pipe cleaner pieces through hole "D" on lids 
two through five to make legs. Decorate the 
head and the body.

The caterpillar may also be made from 
various sizes of paper plates or aluminum 
pie plates. If a lighter material is used for the 
body, straws, rather than paper tubes, may 
be used for the control bar.

Create butterfly marionettes from lids, 
too. Use one lid for the body. Draw a face 
near the top of the lid and add pipe cleaner 
antennae. Cut two large wings from heavy 
paper or stiff fabric and glue one to each side 
of the back of the lid. For a simple one string 
marionette, punch a hole in the top of the 
lid and tie a length of string or yarn through 
it. Use the string as the controller for the 
puppet.

Project 

Use the marionettes to parallel the cycle 
of caterpillar to cocoon to butterfly to the 
events of Good Friday and Easter—Jesus' 
death, burial, and resurrection. Write new 
words to a familiar tune or try singing the 
original composition provided.
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Puppets, Passages, & Projects

Easter: The Caterpillar Song (Music)

From caterpillar to cocoon to butterfly.
It's a miracle that happens every Spring.
This cycle that will celebrate reminds us that
God is in charge of everything. Yes!
God is in charge of everything.

He died and was buried and he rose again. 
Jesus lives today! He is our king.
This story that we celebrate reminds us that
God is in charge of everything. Yes!
God is in charge of everything.

[Phyllis Vos Wezeman. Used by Permission.]SA
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56 Puppets, Passages & Projects

TEN LEPERS

Purpose

To use paper and plastic bags to construct 
body puppets and to share the story of The 
Parable of the Ten Lepers.

Passage

Luke 17:11-19

As Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem one 
day, ten lepers approached him and asked 
him to heal them. Since leprosy was a dread 
disease, the sick men had been isolated from 
their families and friends for a long time. 
Jesus told the lepers to go to the temple 
priest to let him look at them. In those days, 
the priest was the person who could tell the 
lepers if they were well enough to return to 
their families. On their way to the temple, 
the men noticed that they were getting 
better! In their excitement, they hurried on 
their journey. Only one man went back to 
thank Jesus for this miracle of healing. Jesus 
told the man to go on his way because his 
faith had made him well.

Puppet

Paper and plastic bag body puppet

Preparation

Supplies

 ▶ Bags, brown paper grocery type
 ▶ Bags, heavy plastic
 ▶ Bible

 ▶ Glue
 ▶ Markers
 ▶ Paper, construction
 ▶ Rubber bands, medium - 2 per puppet
 ▶ Scissors
 ▶ Stapler
 ▶ Staples
 ▶ Yarn

Procedure 

It's easy to recycle paper and plastic bags into 
body puppets. This type of puppet is worn, 
rather than held, to operate it. Using the 
story of the ten lepers, choose a character to 
make.

Start with a full size brown paper grocery 
bag. The bottom flap of it will become the 
puppet’s head and the remainder of the 
bag will be the body. Pick a full sheet of 
construction paper and glue it to the body 
portion of the bag. Make a face on the flap. 
Decorate the character with marker and 
additional construction paper.

Make a neck strap by cutting heavy yarn 
into a thirty-inch length. Staple the center of 
the yarn to the middle of the top of the bag. 
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57Puppets, Passages & Projects

Let the ends hang down until ready to tie 
around the puppeteer's neck.

For arms, cut two eighteen-inch by two-
inch strips of plastic bag. Tie a rubber 
band to one end of each piece of plastic by 
wrapping the fabric or plastic strip around 
the open rubber band and double knotting 
it. Staple the other end of each plastic arm 
strip to the paper bag, just below the flap. 

To wear and work the puppet, tie the yarn 
around the neck, and slip the rubber bands 

over the wrists. The puppeteer's motions and 
movements manipulate the puppet.

Project

Ask permission to hold a puppet display 
in a shopping center or grocery store. 
Show people how bags can be recycled into 
puppets. Ask permission to perform the 
story of the Ten Lepers. Be sure to say "thank 
you" to all who participate!

SA
M

PLE
 -

D
O

 N
O

T 
R

EPR
O

D
U

C
E



64 Puppets, Passages & Projects

RESOURCES: METHODS

Architecture Shadow Puppet Stage Joseph

Stage Adam and Eve

Art Bulletin Board Display Feeding the Five Thousand

Display The Ten Lepers

Found Object Art/Puppets The Lost Coin

Banners/Textiles Stages

Creative Writing Announcement Feeding the Five Thousand

Letter Paul

Poem Moses

Report Elisha and the Widow

Script/Puppet Show Jacob and Esau

Dance/Gesture/
Movement

Dance - "Dry Bones" Ezekiel

Processional Wise Ones

Drama Announcements Feeding the Five Thousand

First Person Story Rebekah

Improvisation David and Goliath

News Report Pentecost

Role Play Mary, Martha, and Lazarus

Script The Unforgiving Servant

Games Scavenger Hunt Supplies

To Tell the Truth Noah
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Music Compose Song Easter

Song "The Butterfly Song" Easter

Song "Royal the Legal Lion 
and Loyal the Loving Lamb"

Royal the Legal Lion and Loyal the 
Loving Lamb

Songs - Angel References Angels

Spiritual - "Dry Bones" Ezekiel

Photograpphy Photos Jonah

Puppetry Performance Palm Sunday

Performance The Ten Lepers

Puppet Show Royal the Legal Lion and Loyal the 
Loving Lamb

Shadow Puppet Show Joseph

Workshop Angels

Storytelling Action Story Creation

Round Robin Story Daniel
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RESOURCES: PROJECTS

Character/Story Activity

Old Testament Adam and Eve Stage

Creation Action Story

Daniel Round Robin Story

David and Goliath Improvisation

Elisha and the Widow Report

Ezekiel Dance to Spiritual "Dry Bones"

Jacob and Esau Write a Puppet Show

Jonah Photograph the Story to Retell It

Joseph Shadow Puppet Show

Moses Write a Poem

Noah "To Tell the Truth" Game

Rebekah First Person Story

Ruth Scavenger Hunt for Supplies
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New Testament Angels Puppet Workshop

Lead Songs with "Angel" References

Easter Write Songs

Feeding the Five Thousand Announcement of Food Collection

Mary, Martha, and Lazarus Role Play

Palm Sunday Perform for Younger Children

Paul Letter Writing

Pentecost News Report

Royal the Legal Lion and 
Loyal the Loving Lamb

Original Song and Story

The Lost Coin Make "Found" Object Puppets and Give 
Them Away

The Ten Lepers Display, Workshop, Performance in a Mall/
Store

The Unforgiving Servant Script

Wise Ones Processional
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RESOURCES: SCRIPTURE

Passage Character/Story

Old Testament Genesis 1-2:4 Creation

Genesis 1:26-3 Adam and Eve

Genesis 6:9-9:17 Noah

Genesis 24 Rebekah

Genesis 25:19-34; 27:1-45 Jacob and Esau

Genesis 37:1-11; 40-41:36 Joseph

Exodus 2:1-10 Moses

Ruth 1-4 Ruth

1 Samuel 17 David and Goliath

2 Kings 4:1-7 Elisha and the Widow

Isaiah 11:6 Royal the Legal Lion and Loyal the Loving 
Lamb

Ezekiel 37:1-14 Ezekiel

Daniel 6 Daniel

Jonah 1-4 Jonah
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New Testament Matthew 1:18-25 Angels

Matthew 2:1-12 Wise Ones

Matthew 2:13-15 Angels

Matthew 14:13-21 Feeding the Five Thousand

Matthew 18:23-35 The Unforgiving Servant

Matthew 21:1-11 Palm Sunday

Matthew 28:1-10 Easter

Mark 6:30-44 Feeding the Five Thousand

Mark 11:1-11 Palm Sunday

Mark 16:1-8 Easter

Luke 1:26-38 Angels

Luke 2:8-20 Angels

Luke 2:8-20 Royal the Legal Lion and Loyal the Loving 
Lamb

Luke 9:10-17 Feeding the Five Thousand

Luke 15:8-10 The Lost Coin

Luke 17:11-19 The Ten Lepers

Luke 19:28-40 Palm Sunday

Luke 24:1-12 Easter

John 6:1-14 Feeding the Five Thousand

John 11:1-44 Mary, Martha, and Lazarus

John 12:1-8 Mary, Martha, and Lazarus

John 12:12-19 Palm Sunday

John 20:1-10 Easter

Acts 2 Acts 2

Acts 9:1-9 Paul

Pauline Epistles Paul
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RESOURCES: STAGES
Puppet stages can be easily made from 
common, ordinary, low-cost or no-cost 
materials. If a full stage, constructed from 
wood or PVC pipe is desired, check the 
books listed in this resource for diagrams 
and directions. Here are some ideas for quick 
and easy stages. 

Adapt an Apron

An easy, effective method for using finger 
puppets is to place them in the pockets of an 
apron. At the appropriate point in the story, 
pull the characters out and operate them. Or, 
decorate a chef 's apron as the scenery for a 
show and work the puppets in front of it.

Begin with a Bag

Set up a brown paper grocery bag as a stage. 
Cut an opening into one side or the bottom, 
insert the puppet through the hole, and work 
the character at the top of the bag.

Borrow a Board

Position a portable chalkboard or bulletin 
board to be used as a stage. Drape it with 
cloth and operate the puppets over the 
top. Or, open a seamstress' cutting board 
so it will stand by itself. If there are words 
and measurements on the side facing the 
audience, drape the board with cloth. Stand 
or kneel behind this surface to perform the 
show.

Carry a Carton

A carton, ranging in size from an oatmeal 
container to an appliance box, works well for 
a stage. It is generally best to cut off flaps and 
to cut a window in the bottom of the box 
to use for the stage opening or playing area. 
Decorate and trim the carton with paint, felt, 
or cloth.

Choose a Chair

Kneel behind a chair and work the puppets 
over the top of it. Stretch a stick, dowel rod, 
or broom handle covered with a blanket, 
towel, or curtain between the backs of two 
chairs and manipulate the figures above it.

Come with a Cup

A cup stage works well for a small puppet 
that is attached to a dowel rod, straw, pen. 
or pencil. Cut a hole into the center of the 
bottom of a paper, plastic, or Styrofoam cup. 
Slide the rod through the opening so the 
puppet is inside the cup and the rod extends 
below it. Push the rod up and down to 
operate the puppet.

Cut Up Cardboard

Cut a shape, such as a house or a church, 
from a flat piece of cardboard or poster 
board. Allow for a long, narrow tab on 
the bottom of each side. When bent back, 
these wll enable the stage to stand. Paint the 
surface or decorate it with felt or fabric. Cut 
openings, such as windows or doors, in the 
cardboard so the puppets may be worked 
through them or operate the characters on 
the tops and sides of the stage.SA
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Do a Doorway

There are several simple suggestions for 
turning a doorway into a puppet stage. One 
of the easiest is to tack the corners of a towel 
to the sides of the door frame. Operate the 
puppet from behind the cloth. Another idea 
is to place a cafe curtain on a suspension 
rod and to position the rod in the doorway. 
The show is ready to start with very little 
preparation.

Hold a Hat

Cut a hole in the top of a hat and work the 
puppet through this opening.

Pick a Person

Drape a towel over one arm. Put the puppet 
on the other hand and work it over this 
quick, convenient, cost-free stage. People 
may be selected to portray trees or bridges or 
a puppet performance can take place on this 
practical, portable set.

Try a Table

Turn a table on its side and kneel behind 
it. Attach scenery to the front or cover the 
surface with a bed sheet or a large piece of 
fabric. Work hand or rod puppets on the 
table top and operate marionettes in front of 
it.
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